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would  be  laid  down  in  writing,  he  stated  that  he  had  done 
all  that  a  man  could  do.  Britain  had  made  an  enemy  of  the 
man  who  had  wanted  to  become  her  greatest  friend.  Now 
Britain  would  come  to  know  a  Germany  other  than  the  one 
she  had  been  accustomed  to  for  so  many  years. 

The  Ambassador  replied  that  it  was  known  in  Britain  that 
Germany  was  strong,  a  fact  which  she  had  often  proved 
lately. 

The  Fuehrer  stated  that  he  had  made  a  generous  offer  to 
Poland,  but  Britain  had  interfered. 

The  Fuehrer  then  described  how,  several  months  ago,  he 
had  in  this  very  spot  spoken  about  the  same  settlement  with 
Colonel  Beck,  who  then  described  the  settlement  as  too  sudden, 
but  who,  nevertheless,  saw  its  possibilities.  In  March  he  had 
repeated  his  proposals.  At  that  time,  the  Fuehrer  emphasized, 
Poland  would  certainly  have  agreed  if  Britain  had  not  inter¬ 
fered.  The  British  Press  had  then  stated  that  the  liberty  of 
both  Poland  and  Roumania  was  being  threatened. 

The  Fuehrer  then  explained  that  at  the  least  attempt  on 
the  part  of  Poland  to  take  further  action  against  Germany 
or  against  Danzig,  he  would  immediately  intervene,  and 
furthermore,  that  a  mobilization  in  the  West  would  be 
answered  by  a  German  mobilization. 
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The  Ambassador:  “Is  this  a  threat?” — The  Fuehrer:  “No, 
a  protective  measure!” — 

He  then  stated  that  the  British  Government  had  preferred 
anything  to  co-operation  with  Germany.  On  the  contrary, 
their  determination  to  destroy  had  led  them  to  turn  to 
France,  to  Turkey  and  to  Moscow. 

Against  this  the  Ambassador  protested,  stating  that  Britain 
did  not  want  to  destroy  Germany. 

The  Fuehrer  replied  that  that  was  nevertheless  his  firm 
conviction,  and  so  he  had  built  the  Siegfried  Line  at  a  cost 
of  9  milliard  Reichsmark  in  order  to  protect  Germany  from 
an  attack  from  the  West. 

Sir  Nevile  Henderson  drew  attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
change  in  the  British  attitude  dated  from  xj  March,  to  which 
the  Fuehrer  replied  that  Poland  had  become  excited  on  her 
own  account  over  the  Carpatho-Ukraine.  Moreover  the  inter¬ 
nal  state  of  affairs  in  Czecho-Slovakia  had  become  unbear¬ 
able  for  Germany.  Bohemia  and  Moravia,  after  all,  owed 
their  culture  and  civilization  to  Germans  and  not  to 
Englishmen.  He  was  convinced  that  the  best  possible  solu¬ 
tion  had  been  reached  in  Czechia.  President  Hacha  had  been 
happy  to  find  a  way  out  of  the  crisis;  it  did  not,  of  course, 
matter  to  Britain  whether  or  not  there  was  shooting  in  the 
heart  of  Europe. 

Finally  the  Fuehrer  assured  the  Ambassador  that  he  had 
no  wish  to  reproach  him  and  that  he  had  always  appreciated 
what  the  British  Ambassador  personally  had  done  for  Ger- 
man-British  friendship. 

The  Ambassador  spoke  of  the  tragic  development  which 
would  now  ensue,  whereupon  the  Fuehrer,  basing  his  remarks 
on  Britain’s  avowed  intentions  on  this  point,  said  that  if  war 
came  it  would  be  a  life  and  death  struggle:  and  Britain  would 
have'more  to  lose. 

Sir  Nevile  Henderson  remarked  that  according  to  Clause- 
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witz  war  always  brought  surprises;  all  he  knew  was  that 
everybody  would  do  his  duty. 

The  Fuehrer  said  that  Germany  had  never  undertaken 
anything  that  could  harm  Britain;  in  spite  of  that  Britain 
was  taking  sides  against  Germany.  He  once  more  referred 
to  the  question  of  Danzig  and  Poland,  in  which  the  British 
point  of  view  was  “rather  to  have  war  than  anything  to  Ger¬ 
many’s  advantage”. 

Sir  Nevile  Henderson  stated  that  he  had  done  his  best. 
Lately  he  had  written  to  a  Reich  Minister  that  the  Fuehrer, 
whom  it  had  taken  ten  years  to  win  Germany,  would  also 
have  to  give  Britain  more  time. 

The  Fuehrer  stated  that  the  fact  that  Britain  was  against 
Germany  in  the  Danzig  question  had  profoundly  shocked  the 
German  nation. 

The  Ambassador  argued  that  it  was  merely  the  principle 
of  force  which  they  had  opposed,  in  reply  to  which  the 
Fuehrer  asked  whether  Britain  had  ever  found  a  solution  for 
any  of  the  idiocies  of  Versailles  by  way  of  negotiations. 

The  Ambassador  had  nothing  to  reply  to  this,  and  the 
Fuehrer  stated  that  according  to  a  German  proverb  it  takes 
two  to  make  a  friendship.' 

Sir  Nevile  Henderson  then  stressed  the  fact  that  he  person¬ 
ally  had  never  believed  in  a  pact  between  Britain,  France 
and  Russia.  His  opinion  was  that  Russia  by  the  delay  only 
wanted  to  get  rid  of  Mr.  Chamberlain,  in  order  ultimately 
to  profit  by  a  war.  He  personally  would  sooner  -  see  Ger¬ 
many  conclude  a  treaty  with  Russia  than  that  Britain  should 
do  so. 

The  Fuehrer  answered:  “Make  no  mistake.  It  will  be  a 
treaty  lasting  for  many  years.” 

The  conversation  ended  with  the  Fuehrer’s  statement  that 
the  Ambassador  would  receive  a  written  reply  in  the  after¬ 
noon.  von  Loesch 


The  German  point  of  view  is  clearly  summarized  in  the 
written  reply  sent  by  the  Fuehrer  to  Mr.  Chamberlain  on 
23  August  1939,  in  which  be  referred  not  only  to  the  absence 
of  any  direct  cause  for  dispute  With  Britain ,  the  moderation 
and  justice  of  the  German  demands  to  Poland,  the  repercus¬ 
sions  of  the  British  guarantee,  the  critical  turn  in  the  Danzig 
situation,  the  persecution  of  the  German  minority  in  Poland 
and  the  realization  of  Britain’s  determination  to  force  a  war, 
but  also  to  Germany’s  determination  to  meet  the  threatening 
force  of  Britain  with  the  force  of  the  Reich  and  to  reply  to 
military  measures  on  the  part  of  Britain  by  German  mobiliz¬ 
ation.  The  communication  reads  as  follows:  — 


No.  79  (456) 

The  Fuehrer  to  Mr.  Chamberlain,  British  Prime  Minister, 
23  August  1939 


( Translation ) 
23  August  1939 


Your  Excellency, 

The  Ambassador  to  His  Britannic  Majesty  has  just  handed 
me  a  letter  in  which  Your  Excellency,  in  the  name  of  the 
British  Government/  has  drawn  attention  to  a  number  of 
points,  which,  in  your  opinion,  are  of  extreme  importance. 

I  beg  to  reply  to  your  letter  as  follows: 

1.  Germany  has  never  sought  to  enter  into  conflict  with 
Great  Britain  nor  at  any  time  interfered  where  British  inter¬ 
ests  were  concerned.  On  the  contrary,  Germany  has  for 
many  years,  although  unfortunately  without  success,  attempt¬ 
ed  to  gain  the  friendship  of  Great  Britain.  For  this  reason, 
Germany  voluntarily  undertook  a  restriction  of  her  own 
interests  •  throughout  a  large  area  in  Europe  which  would 


otherwise  have  been  difficult  to  justify  from  a  national 
poinj  of  view. 

z.  The  German  Reich,  however,  has,  like  every  other  state, 
certain  interests  which  it  is  impossible  for  it  to  renounce  and 
which  lie  within  the  category  which  Germany’s  past  history 
and  her  economic  necessities  have  rendered  of  vital  import¬ 
ance.  Certain  of  these  problems  were,  and  are,  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  any  German  government  both  from  a  national 
and  from  a  psychological  point  of  view. 

One  of  these  problems  is  that  of  the  German  City  of 
Danzig  and  the  problem  of  the  Polish  Corridor  connected 
therewith.  Only  a  few  years  ago  this  fact  was  recognized  by 
numerous  statesmen,  by  authorities  in  historical  research  and 
literary  men,  even  in  Britain.  I  should  like  to  add  that  the 
civilization  of  all  those  areas  which  come  within  the  sphere 
of  German  interests  aforementioned,  and  especially  of  those 
provinces  which  have  returned  to  the  Reich  within  the  past 
1 8  months,  was  developed  not  by  Englishmen  but  exclusively 
by  Germans,  and,  in  part,  over  a  thousand  years  ago. 

3:  Germany  was  prepared  to  settle  the  problem  of  Danzig 
and  of  the  Polish  Corridor  by  a  very  generous  proposal,  made 
once  only,  and  by  means  of  negotiations.  The  assertions 
disseminated  by  Great  Britain  with  regard  to  the  mobilization 
of  German  troops  against  Poland,  the  assertion  concerning 
aggressive  intentions  with  regard  to  Roumania,  Hungary, 
etc.,  as  also  the  more  recent  so-called  guarantees  given  to 
Poland,  effectually  destroyed  any  inclinations  on  the  part 
of  Poland  to  negotiate  on  a  basis  which  would  at  the  same 
time  be  acceptable  to  Germany. 

4.  The  general  assurance  given  by  Great  Britain  to  Poland 
that  Great  Britain  would  support  Poland  in  case  of  conflict  in 
any  circumstance,  irrespective  of  the  causes  giving  rise  to  such 
conflict,  could  only  be  regarded  here  as  an  incitement  to  let 
loose,  under  cover  of  what  might  be  termed  a  blank  cheque, 
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a  wave  of  unspeakable  terror  against  the  i  K  million  Germans 
domiciled  in  Poland.  The  atrocities  which  have  taken  place 
there  since  that  time  were  terrible  indeed  for  those  on  whom 
they  were  inflicted,  but  intolerable  for  the  German  Reich, 
which,  as  one  of  the  Great  Powers,  was  expected  to  watch 
them  idly.  In  regard  to  the  Free  City  of  Danzig,  Poland  has, 
on  countless  occasions,  infringed  its  rights,  sent  demands  which 
were  in  the  nature  of  an  ultimatum  and  begun  a  process  of 
economic  strangulation. 

j.  The  Reich  Government  informed  the  Polish  Government 
a  short  time  ago  that  they  were  not  inclined  to  accept  these 
developments  in  silence,  that  they  would  not  tolerate  the 
dispatch  of  further  Notes  couched  in  the  form  of  an  ultimatum 
to  Danzig,  that  they  would  not  tolerate  a  continuance  of  acts 
of  violence  inflicted  on  the  German  section  of  the  population, 
nor  would  they  tolerate  the  ruin  of  the  Free  City  of  Danzig 
by  means  of  economic  pressure,  that  is  to  say,  the  destruction 
of  the  very  existence  of  the  population  of  Danzig  by  a  form 
of  customs  blockade,'  nor  would  they  tolerate  the  continuance 
of  such  acts  of  provocation  against  the  Reich.  Regardless  of 
the  above,  a  solution  must  and  will  be  found  for  the  problem 
of  Danzig  and  of  the  Polish  Corridor. 

6.  Your  Excellency  informs  me  in  the  name  of  the  British 
Government  that  in  the  event  of  any  act  of  interference  on 
the  part  of  Germany,  you  will  be  compelled  to  support 
Poland.  I  have  taken  due  note  of  your  statement  and  can 
assure  you  that  it  can  in  no  way  shake  the  determination  of 
the  Reich  Government  to  protect  the  interests  of  the  Reich  as 
set  forth  in  §  5.  I  likewise  agree  with  your  assurance  that  the 
ensuing  war  would,  in  this  case,  be  a  long  one.  If  Germany  is 
attacked  by  Britain,  she  is  prepared  and  determined  to  fight. 
I  have  often  declared  to  the  German  people  and  to  the  whole 
world  that  there  can  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  determination  of 
the  New  German  Reich  to  accept  privation  and  misfortune  in 
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any  form  and  at  any  time  rather  than  sacrifice  her  national 
interests  or  even  her  honour. 

7.  The  Reich  Government  have  received  information  of  the 
fact  that  the  British  Government  intend  to  carry  out  mobiliza¬ 
tion  measures,  which  in  their  nature  are  solely  directed  against 
Germany,  as  is  stated  in  Your  Excellency’s  note  addressed  to 
me.  This  is  stated  also  to  apply  to  France.  As  Germany  never 
intended  to  adopt  military  measures  other  than  those  of  a 
purely  defensive  nature  against  either  Great  Britain  or  France 
and,  as  has  already  been  emphasized,  never  intended  nor  in 
the  future  intends  to  attack  either  Great  Britain  or  France,  the 
announcement  which  Your  Excellency  confirmed  in  your  note 
can  only  constitute  an  intended  threat  against  the  Reich.  I 
must,  therefore,  inform  Your  Excellency  that  in  the  event  of 
such  military  measures  being  taken,  I  shall  order  the  immediate 
mobilization  of  the  German  armed  forces. 

8.  The  question  of  a  settlement  of  European  problems  in  a 
peaceful  spirit  cannot  be  decided  by  Germany  but  chiefly  by 
those  who,  since  the  crime  of  the  Treaty  *of  Versailles  was 
committed,  have  steadily  and  obstinately  opposed  any  peaceful 
revision  of  its  terms.  Only  a  change  of  attitude  on  the  part 
of  the  Powers  responsible  for  the  Treaty  can  bring  about  a 
change  for  the  better  in  the  existing  relations  between  Britain 
and  Germany.  During  my  whole  life-time  I  have  struggled 
to  achieve  a  friendship  between  Britain  and  Germany,  but 
the  attitude  adopted  by  British  diplomacy,  up  to  the  present 
at  least,  has  served  to  convince  me  of  the  hopelessness  of  such 
an  attempt.  If  the  future  were  to  bring  a  change  in  this 
respect,  none  would  welcome  it  more  than  I. 

Adolf  Hitler 

Although  the  British  Prime  Minister’s  communication  of 
22  August  and  the .  speeches  made  on  the  following  day  by 
British  statesmen  betrayed  a  complete  lack  of  comprehension 


of  the  German  point  of  view,  the  Fuehrer  made  a  fresh 
attempt  to  come  to  an  understanding  with  Great  Britain  at 
i. jo  p.  m.  on  August.  He  desired,  as  he  told  the  British 
Ambassador,  “to  take  a  step  in  regard  to  Britain  which  was  to 
be  as  decisive  as  the  step  taken  in  regard  to  Russia,  the  result 
of  which  had  been  the  recent  pact.”  After  refuting  the  asser¬ 
tion  that  Germany  wanted  to  conquer  the  world,  he  propounded 
the  Polish  problem  in  all  its  danger  and  urgency.  Germany 
was,  he  said,  resolved  to  put  an  end  to  the  Macedonian  con¬ 
ditions  on  her  eastern  frontier.  Germany  would  not  have  to 
carry  on  a  war  on  two  fronts,  the  agreement  with  Russia  was 
unconditional  and  represented  a  turning-point  in  the  foreign 
policy  of  the  Reich  for  the  longest  conceivable  time.  He  Was 
ready,  after  the  German-Polish  problem  had  been  settled,  to 
approach  Britain  again  with  a  comprehensive  offer.  He  ap¬ 
proved  of  the  British  Empire  and  was  prepared  to  stake  the 
might  of  the  German  Reich  for  its  existence,  provided  that  his 
colonial  demands,  which  were  limited  and  could  be  settled  by 
peaceful  negotiations,  were  fulfilled  and  his  obligations  to 
Italy  and  Soviet-Russia  remained  untouched.  He  was  also 
ready  to  accept  a  reasonable  limitation  of  armaments.  In  the 
West  he  did  not,  he  said,  for  one  moment  consider  any 
frontier  correction.  Immediately  after  the  settlement  of  the 
German-Polish  question  he  would  approach  the  British  Govern¬ 
ment  with  an  offer.  This  was  an  offer  of  European  and  indeed 
of  world-wide  significance.  Its  rejection  by  Britain  appears 
all  the  more  irresponsible  in  the  light  of  the  subsequent  outbreak 
of  war  and  the  burden  it  has  laid  upon  neutral  countries 
throughout  the  world. 


1?  100  documents,  engl. 
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No.  80  (4j  7) 

Statement  made  by  the  Fuehrer  to  the  British  Ambassador, 
25  August  19 jy,  at  1. jo  p.  m. 

( Translation ) 

The  Fuehrer  declared  at  the  outset  that  the  British  Am- 
brassador  at  the  close  of  their  last  conversation  had  expressed 
the  hope  that  it  would  still  prove  possible  to  arrive  at  an 
understanding  between  Germany  and  Britain.  He,  the  Fuehrer, 
had  thereupon  considered  the  situation  once  more  and  intended 
to-day  to  take  a  step  in  regard  to  Britain  which  was  to  be  as 
decisive  as  the  step  taken  in  regard  to  Russia,  the  result  of 
which  had  been  the  recent  pact. 

Yesterday’s  meeting  of  the  House  of  Commons  and  the 
speeches  made  by  Mr.  Chamberlain  and  Lord  Halifax  were 
further  reasons  why  the  Fuehrer  had  again  invited  the  British 
Ambassador  to  meet  him. 

The  assertion  that  Germany  wanted  to  conquer  the  world 
was  ridiculous.  The  British  Empire  covered  a  territory  of 
40  million  square  kilometres,  Russia  of  19  million  square  kilo¬ 
metres,  America  of  9  Ml  million  square  kilometres  and  Ger¬ 
many  of  less  than  600,000  square  kilometres.  It  was  thus  quite 
clear  who  wanted  to  conquer  the  world. 

The  Fuehrer  informed  the  British  Ambassador  of  the 
following : 

1 .  The  acts  of  provocation  committed  by  Poland  had 
become  intolerable,  irrespective  of  who  might  be 
responsible  for  them.  If  the  Polish  Government  con¬ 
tested  their  responsibility,  this  merely  proved  that  they 
themselves  had  no  longer  any  influence  on  their  mili¬ 
tary  subordinates.  In  the  preceding  night  21  new 
frontier  incidents  had  occurred.  On  the  German  side 
the  utmost  discipline  had  been  displayed.  All  the 
incidents  were  due  to  Polish  provocation.  Besides  this, 
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civil  aeroplanes  had  been  fired  on.  If  the  Polish  Gov¬ 
ernment  declared  themselves  not  responsible,  this 
merely  proved  that  they  were  unable  to  keep  control 
over  their  own  people. 

2.  Germany  was  resolved  under  all  circumstances  to  put 
an  end  to  these  Macedonian  conditions  on  her  eastern 
frontier,  not  only  in  the  interests  of  law  and  order  but 
also  for  the  sake  of  European  peace. 

3.  The  problem  of  Danzig  and  the  Corridor  would  have 
to  be  solved.  The  British  Prime  Minister  had  made  a 
speech  which  had  done  nothing  towards  bringing  about 
a  change  in  the  German  attitude.  This  speech  might,  if 
anything,  give  rise  to  a  desperate  and  incalculable  war 
between  Germany  and  Britain,  a  war  which  would 
cause  far  greater  bloodshed  than  that  of  1914.  In  con¬ 
trast  to  the  last  world  war,  Germany  would  not  have 
to  carry  on  a  war  on  two  fronts.  The  agreement  con¬ 
cluded  with  Russia  was  unconditional  and  represented 
a  turning  point  in  the  foreign  policy  of  the  Reich  for 
the  longest  conceivable  time.  In  no  circumstance  would 
Russia  and  Germany  again  take  up  arms  against  one 
another.  Apart  from  this  fact  the  agreements  made 
with  Russia  would  safeguard  Germany,  in  economic 
respects  also,  for  a  war  of  the  longest  duration. 

The  Fuehrer  had  always  been  strongly  in  favour  of  German- 
British  understanding.  A  war  between  Britain  and  Germany 
could  in  the  most  favourable  circumstances  bring  Germany  an 
advantage,  but  certainly  not  the  slightest  gain  to  Britain. 

The  Fuehrer  declared  that  the  German-Polish  problem  had 
to  and  would  be  settled.  He  was,  however,  ready  and  resolved 
to  approach  Britain  again,  after  this  settlement,  with  a  generous 
and  comprehensive  offer.  He  himself  was  a  man  of  great 
decisions  and  he  would  in  this  case  also  be  capable  of  a  great 
action.  He  approved  of  the  British  Empire  and  was  prepared 
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to  give  a  personal  undertaking  for  its  existence  and  to  stake 
the  might  of  the  German  Reich  to  that  end,  provided  that 

1.  his  colonial  demands,  which  were  limited  and  could 
be  settled  by  peaceful  negotiations,  were  fulfilled,  for 
which  he  was  prepared  to  concede  a  most  protracted 
time-limit; 

2.  that  his  obligations  to  Italy  remained  untouched:  in 
other  words,  the  Fuehrer  did  not  expect  Britain  to  give 
up  her  French  obligations  and  could  for  his  part  not 
abandon  his  Italian  obligations; 

3.  he  wished  also  .to  emphasize  Germany’s  unalterable 
resolution  never  again  to  enter  into  a  conflict  with 
Russia. 

The  Fuehrer  would  then  be  prepared  to  enter  into 
agreements  with  Great  Britain  which,  as  he  had  already 
emphasized,  would  not  only,  on  the  German  side,  in 
any  case  safeguard  the  existence  of  the  British  Empire, 
but  if  necessary  would  guarantee  German  assistance  for 
the  British  Empire,  irrespective  of  where  such  assistance 
might  be  required.  The  Fuehrer  would  then  also  be 
ready  to  accept  a  reasonable  limitation  of  armaments, 
in  accordance  with  the  new  political  situation  and 
economic  requirements.  Finally  the  Fuehrer  renewed 
his  assurance  that  he  was  not  interested  in  western 
problems  and  that  he  did  not  for  one  moment  con¬ 
sider  any  frontier  correction  in  the  west.  The  western 
line  of  fortifications,  which  had  cost  milliards,  was  the 
final  frontier  of  the  Reich  in  the  west. 

If  the  British  Government  would  consider  these  suggestions, 
they  might  end  in  a  blessing  not  only  for  Germany  but  also 
for  the  British  Empire.  If  the  British  Government  rejected  the 
suggestions,  war  would  be  inevitable.  In  no  circumstances, 
however,  would  such  a  war  add  to  the  strength  of  Great 
Britain.  That  this  was  true,  the  last  war  had  amply  proved. 
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The  Fuehrer  repeated  that  he  was  a  man  of  great  decisions 
to  which  he  felt  himself  bound,  and  that  this  was  his  final 
proposal.  Immediately  after  the  settlement  of  the  German- 
Polish  question  he  would  approach  the  British  Government 
with  an  offer. 

On  this  very  day ,  namely  25  August,  the  British-Polish 
Agreement  of  Mutual  Assistance,  by  which  the  fate  of  Britain 
was  finally  and  irrevocably  linked  with  that  of  Poland,  was 
signed  in  London  by  the  British  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  and  the  Polish  Ambassador. 

As  is  revealed  by  the  text,  this  agreement  far  exceeded  the 
obligations  and  claims  usually  covered  by  a  mutual  assistance 
pact  and  provided  for  cases  such  as  a  preventive  war  etc. 
This  treaty  is  without  precedent  in  the  diplomatic  history  of 
Britain. 

No.  8 r  (459)  . 

British-Polish  Agreement  of  Mutual  Assistance,  if  August  1939. 

The  Government  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Northern  .Ireland  and  the  Polish  Government: 

Desiring  to  place  on  a  permanent  basis  the  collaboration  be¬ 
tween  their  respective  countries  resulting  from  the  assurances 
of  mutual  assistance  of  a  defensive  character  which  they  have 
already  exchanged; 

Have  resolved  to  conclude  an  Agreement  for  that  purpose 
and  have  appointed  as  their  Plenipotentiaries: 

The  Government  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and, Northern  Ireland: 

The  Rt.  Hon.  Viscount  Halifax,  K.  G.,  G.  C.  S.  I., 
G.  C.  I.  E.,  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs; 
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The  Polish  Government: 

His  Excellency  Count  Edward  Raczynski,  Ambassa¬ 
dor  Extraordinary  and  Plenipotentiary  of  the  Polish 
Republic  in  London; 

Who,  having  exchanged  their  Full  Powers,  found  in  good  and 
due  form,  have  agreed  on  the  following  provisions:  — 

Article  i 

Should  one  of  the  Contracting  Parties  become  engaged  in 
hostilities  with  a  European  Power  in  consequence  of  aggression 
by  the  latter  against  that  Contracting  Party,  the  other  Con¬ 
tracting  Party  will  at  once  give  the  Contracting  Party  engaged 
in  hostilities  all  the  support  and  assistance  in  its  power*. 

*  In  answer  to  a  question  asked  by  Mr.  Harvey,  M.  P.,  whether 
the  obligations  of  mutual  assistance  contained  in  the  British-Polish 
Agreement  dated  25  August  19 j 9  were  to  cover  the  case  of  aggression 
made  by  non-German  Powers,  including  Russia,  Mr.  Butler,  British 
Under-Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  made  on  19  October 
J9J9  the  following  written  reply:  “No,  Sir.  During  the  negotiations 
which  led  up  to  the  signature  of  the  agreement,  it  was  understood 
between  the  Polish  Government  and  His  Majesty’s  Government  that 
the  agreement  should  only  cover  the  case  of  aggression  by  Germany; 
and  the  Government  confirm  that  this  is  so.” 

Article  2 

(1)  The  provisions  of  Article  1  will  also  apply  in  the  event 
of  any  action  by  a  European  Power  which  clearly  threatened, 
directly  or  indirectly,  the  independence  of  one  of  the  Con¬ 
tracting  Parties,  and  was  of  such  a  nature  that  the  Party  in 
question  considered  it  vital  to  resist  it  with  its  armed  forces. 

(2)  Should  one  of  the  Contracting  Parties  become  engaged 
in  hostilities  with  a  European  Power  in  consequence  of  action 
by  that  Power  which  threatened  the  independence  or  neu¬ 
trality  of  another  European  State  in  such  a  way  as  to  con¬ 
stitute  a  clear  menace  to  the  security  of  that  Contracting 
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Party,  the  provisions  of  Article  i  will  apply,  without  prejudice, 
however,  to  the  rights  of  the  other  European  State  concerned. 

Article  3 

Should  a  European  Power  attempt  to  undermine  the  in¬ 
dependence  of  one  of  the  Contracting  Parties  by  processes 
of  economic  penetration  or  in  any  other  way,  the  Contracting 
Parties  will  support  each  other  in  resistance  to  such  attempts. 
Should  the  European  Power  concerned  thereupon  embark  on 
hostilities  against  one  of  the  Contracting  Parties,  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  Article  1  will  apply. 

Article  4 

The  methods  of  applying  the  undertakings  of  mutual 
assistance  provided  for  by  the  present  Agreement  are  established 
between  the  competent  naval,  military  and  air  authorities  of 
the  Contracting  Parties. 

Article  j 

Without  prejudice  to  the  foregoing  undertakings  of  the 
Contracting  Parties  to  give  each  other  mutual  support  and 
assistance  immediately  on  the  outbreak  of  hostilities;  they  will 
exchange  complete  and  speedy  information  concerning  any 
development  which  might  threaten  their  independence  and, 
in  particular,  concerning  any  development  which  threatened 
to  call  the  said  undertakings  into  operation. 

Article  6 

(1)  The  Contracting  Parties  will  communicate  to  each  other 
the  terms  of  any  undertakings  of  assistance  against  aggression 
which  they  have  already  given  or  may  in  future  give  to  other 
States. 

(2)  Should  either  of  the  Contracting  Parties  intend  to  give 
such  an  undertaking  after  the  coming  into  force  of  the  present 
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Agreement,  the  other  Contracting  Party  shall,  in  order  to 
ensure  the  proper  functioning  of  the  Agreement,  be  informed 
thereof. 

(3)  Any  new  undertaking  which  the  Contracting  Parties 
may  enter  into  in  future  shall  neither  limit  their  obligations 
under  the  present  Agreement  nor  indirectly  create  new  obliga¬ 
tions  between  the  Contracting  Party  not  participating  in  these 
undertakings  and  the  third  State  concerned. 

Article  7 

Should  the  Contracting  Parties  be  engaged  in  hostilities  in 
consequence  of  the  application  of  the  present  Agreement,  they 
will  not  conclude  an  .armistice  or  treaty  of  peace  except  by 
mutual  agreement. 

Article  8 

(1)  The  present  Agreement  shall  remain  in  force  for  a 
period  of  five  years. 

(2)  Unless  denounced  six  months  before  the  expiry  of  this 
period  it  shall  continue  in  force,  each  Contracting  Party  having 
thereafter  the  right  to  denounce  it  at  any  time  by  giving  six 
months’  notice  to  that  effect. 

(3)  The  present  Agreement  shall  come  into  force  on  signa¬ 
ture. 

In  faith  whereof  the  above-named  Plenipotentiaries  have 
signed  the  present  Agreement  and  have  affixed  thereto  their 
seals. 

Done  in  English  in  duplicate,  at  London,  the  25  th  August, 
1939.  A  Polish  text  shall  subsequently  be  agreed  upon  between 
the  Contracting  Parties  and  both  texts  will  then  be  authentic. 

(L.  S.)  Edward  Raczynski  (L.  S.)  Halifax 

Whilst  the  British  Government  were  still  considering  the 
Fuehrer's  communication  of  2/  August ,  an  exchange  of  letters 
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took  place  between  M.  Daladier,  the  French  Premier ,  and  the 
Fuehrer.  In  his  reply,  the  ^Fuehrer  once  again  explained  in 
detail  the  German  point  of  view  on  the  German-Polish 
question  and  reiterated  his  firm  resolve  to  recognize  the  existing 
German-French  frontier  as  final. 


No.  82  (460) 

M.  Daladier,  the  French  Premier,  to  the  Fuehrer, 

26  August  1939 

( Translation ) 
Paris,  2 6  August  1939 
Your  Excellency,  _ 

The  French  Ambassador  in  Berlin  has  brought  your  per¬ 
sonal  message  to  my  knowledge. 

At  an  hour  when  you  speak  of  the  gravest  responsibility 
which  two  Heads  of  Government  can  be  asked  to  take,  namely, 
that  of  shedding  the  blood  of  two  great  peoples  desiring  only 
peace  and  work,  I  owe  it  to  you  personally  and  to  our 
respective  nations  to  state  that  the  fate  of  peace  still  rests  in 
your  hands. 

You  cannot  doubt  my  feelings  towards  Germany,  or  the 
friendly  feelings  of  France  for  your  nation.  No  Frenchman 
has  done  more  than  I  have  to  ensure  not  only  peace  between 
our  two  peoples,  but  also  sincere  co-operation  in  your  own 
interests  as  well  as  in  those  of  Europe  and  of  the  world. 

Unless  you  are  prepared  to  credit  the  French  nation  with  a 
lower  ideal  of  honour  than  the  one  with  which  I  credit  the 
German  people,  you  cannot  doubt  that  France  will  faithfully 
fulfil  her  obligation  towards  other  powers  which,  like  Poland, 
are,  I  am  convinced,  desirous  of  living  at  peace  with  Germany. 

Both  convictions  are  fully  compatible  with  one  another. 


To  this  day  there  is  nothing  which  might  prevent  a  peaceful 
solution  of  the  international  crisis  in  a  spirit  of  honour  and 
dignity  for  all  nations  as  long  as  the  same  will  for  peace 
prevails  on  all  sides. 

Together  with  the  good  will  of  France  I  proclaim  that  of 
all  her  allies.  I  personally  guarantee  the  readiness  always 
shown  by  Poland  to  have  mutual  recourse  to  methods  of  free 
conciliation  such  as  can  be  envisaged  between  the  Governments 
of  two  sovereign  nations.  With  a  perfectly  clear  conscience 
I  can  give  you  an  assurance  that  among  the  differences  which 
have  arisen  between  Germany  and  Poland  with  regard  to  the 
Danzig  question,  there  is  not  a  single  one  which  could  not  be 
submitted  to  such  a  procedure  with  a  view  to  finding  a  just 
and  peaceful  solution. 

Upon  my  honour  I  can  also  state  that  in  the  clear  and 
sincere  solidarity  of  France  with  Poland  and  her  allies  there 
is  nothing  that  might  in  any  way  impair  the  peaceful  disposi¬ 
tion  of  my  country.  This  solidarity  has  never  prevented  us 
from  supporting  this  peaceful  disposition  in  Poland,  and  it 
does  not  do  so  to-day. 

At  so  critical  a  moment  I  sincerely  believe  that  no  noble- 
minded  person  could  understand  how  a  war  of  destruction 
could  be  waged  without  a  final  attempt  at  a  peaceful  settle¬ 
ment  between  Germany  and  Poland  having  been  undertaken. 
Your  desire  for  peace  could  exercise  its  influence  with  full 
determination  towards  this  end  without  detracting  anything 
from  Germany’s  honour.  As  Head  of  the  French  Government, 
desirous  of  attaining  full  harmony  between  the  French  and 
the  German  nation,  yet  bound  on  the  other  hand  to  Poland 
by  ties  of  friendship  and  my  pledged  word,  I  am  prepared 
to  make  every  effort  that  an  honourable  man  can  make  to 
bring  this  endeavour  to  a  successful  end. 

Like  myself  you  were  a  soldier  in  the  last  war.  You  know 
as  well  as  I  do  the  feelings  of  disgust  and  universal  con- 
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demnation  which  the  destruction  caused  by  war  left  in  the 
conscience  of  all  nations,  irrespective  of  its  issue.  The  idea 
which  I  cherish  of  your  great  part  as  leader  of  the  German 
nation  on  the  road  to  peace  towards  the  fulfilment  of  its  tasks 
in  the  common  effort  towards  civilization,  prompts  me  to 
ask  you  for  an  answer  to  this  my  proposal. 

Should  French  and  German  blood  once  more  have  to  flow, 
just  as  it  did  twenty-five  years  ago,  in  an  even  longer  and 
more  murderous  war,  each  nation  will  fight  fully  confident  of 
its  ultimate  victory.  Yet  we  can  be  sure  that  ruin  and  bar¬ 
barity  will  be  the  most  certain  victors. 

*  Daladier 


No.  83  (461) 

The  Fuehrer  to  M.  Daladier,  the  French  Premier, 

2 7  August  1939 

( Translation ) 
Berlin,  27  August  1939 

Your  Excellency, 

I  appreciate  the  concern  you  have  expressed.  I  have  always 
been  equally  conscious  of  the  grave  responsibility  placed  upon 
those  who  must  decide  the  fate  of  nations.  As  an  ex-soldier,  I 
know  as  well  as  you  do  the  horrors  of  war.  This  spirit  and 
knowledge  have  guided  me  in  a  sincere  endeavour  to  remove 
all  causes  of  conflict  between  our  two  nations.  I  once  told  the 
French  people  quite  frankly  that  the'  return  of  the  Saar  terri¬ 
tory  would  be  the  basis  for  the  achievement  of  this  aim. 
Once  that  territory  was  returned,  I  immediately  solemnly 
renounced  any  further  claims  which  might  affect  France.  The 
German  people  approved  of  my  attitude.  As  you  were  able 
to  see  for  yourself  when  you  were  in  Germany  last,  the  Ger¬ 
man  people,  conscious  of  the  way  they  themselves  behaved, 
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did  not  and  still  do  not  entertain  any  animosity  or  still  less 
hatred  against  their  former  brave  opponents.  On  the  contrary; 
once  peace  was  definitely  established  along  our  Western 
frontier,  there  came  an  increasing  sympathy,  at  any  rate  on 
the  part  of  the  German  nation, — a  sympathy  markedly 
demonstrated  on  many  occasions.  The  construction  of  the 
great  Western  fortifications  which  have  cost  and  will  still 
cost  many  milliard  Marks,  is  documentary  evidence  that  Ger¬ 
many  has  accepted  and  fixed  the  final  frontier  of  the  Reich. 
In  doing  so,  the  German  people  renounced  two  provinces  which 
once  belonged  to  the  old  German  Reich,  were  later  on  regained 
at  the  price  of  many  lives,  and  were  finally  defended  at  the 
price  of  still  more  lives.  Your  Excellency  will  admit  that  this 
renunciation  was  not  merely  a  gesture  for  tactical  reasons  but 
a  decision  confirmed  by  all  our  subsequent  measures.  You 
cannot.  Excellency,  cite  a  single  instance  in  which  this  final 
settlement  of  the  German  frontier  in  the  West  has  ever  been 
disputed  by  one  line  or  word.  I  believed  that  by  this  renun¬ 
ciation  and  by  this  attitude  every  possible  cause  of  conflict 
between  our  two  nations,  which  might  have  led  to  a  repetition 
of  the  tragic  years  of  1914  to  1918,  had  been  eliminated. 
This  voluntary  limitation  of  German  claims  in  the  West 
cannot  however  be  regarded  as  an  acceptance  of  the  Dictate 
of  Versailles  in  all  other  fields.  Year  by  year  I  have  tried 
earnestly  to  achieve  the  revision  of  at  least  the  most  impossible 
and  most  unbearable  of  all  the  conditions  of  this  Dictate 
through  negotiation.  This  proved  impossible.  Many  enlightened 
men  of  all  nations  believed  and  were  convinced  that  revision 
was  bound  to  come.  Whatever  objection  may  be  raised  against 
my  methods,  whatever  fault  may  be  found  with  them,  it 
cannot  be  overlooked  or  denied  that  I  succeeded  without  any 
more  bloodshed  in  finding  solutions  which  were  in  many  cases 
satisfactory  not  only  for  Germany.  By  the  manner  in  which 
these  solutions  were  accomplished,  statesmen  of  other  nations 
were  relieved  of  their  obligation,  which  they  often  found 
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revision  before  their  own  people.  One  thing  I  feel  sure  Your 
Excellency  will  admit,  namely,  that  the  revision  was  bound 
to  come.  The  Dictate  of  Versailles  was  unbearable.  No 
Frenchman  with  a  sense  of  honour  and  certainly  not  you,  ,M. 
Daladier,  would  have  acted  differently  in  a  similar  position 
than  I  did.  I  therefore  tried  to  remove  this  most  insane 
stipulation  of  the  Dictate  of  Versailles.  I  made  an  offer  to 
the  Polish  Government  which  actually  shocked  the  German 
people.  No  one  but  I  could  have  dared  to  forward  with  such 
a  proposal.  Therefore  1  could  only  make  it  once.  I  am 
firmly' convinced  that  if  Poland  at  that  time  had  been  advised 
to  take  a  sensible  course  instead  of  being  incited  by  a  wild 
campaign  of  the  British  Press  against  Germany,  accompanied 
by  rumours  of  German  mobilization,  then  Europe  would  to¬ 
day  be  able  to  enjoy  a  state  of  profound  peace  for  the  next 
2$  years.  Actually,  it  was  the  lie  about  German  aggression  that 
“excited  public,opinion  in  Poland;  the  Polish  Government  were 
handicapped  in  making  necessary  and  clear  decisions  and, 
above  all,  their  judgement  on  the  extent  of  Poland’s  possibilities 
was  clouded  by  the  subsequent  promise  of  a  guarantee.  The 
Polish  Government  rejected  the  proposals.  Firmly  convinced 
that  Britain  and  France  would  now  fight  for  Poland,  Polish 
public  opinion  began  to  raise  demands  which  might  best  be 
described  as  sheer  lunacy  were  they  not  so  extraordinarily 
dangerous.  At  that  time  unbearable  terrorism  set  in;  physical 
and  economic  oppression  of  the  more  than  one  and  a  half 
millions  of  Germans  living  in  the  territories  severed  from  the 
Reich.  I  do  not  intend  to  speak  of  the  atrocities  which  have 
occurred.  Even  in  Danzig  the  outrages  committed  by  the 
Polish  authorities  fully  created  the  impression  that  the  city 
was  apparently  hopelessly  delivered  up  to  the  arbitrary  action 
of  a  power  that  is  foreign  to  the  national  character  of  the  city 
and  its  population. 

May  I  ask  you,  M.  Daladier,  how  you  as  a  Frenchman 
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would  act  if,  by  the  unfortunate  ending  of  a  bravely-fought 
war,  one  of  your  provinces  were  separated  by  a  corridor  in  the 
possession  of  an  alien  power,  and  a  large  city — let  us  say 
Marseilles — were  prevented  from  bearing  allegiance  to  France, 
while  Frenchmen  in  this  territory  were  being  persecuted,  beaten, 
maltreated  and  even  murdered  in  a  bestial  manner.  You  are 
a  Frenchman,  M.  Daladier,  and  I  therefore  know  how  you 
would  act.  I  am  a  German,  M.  Daladier,  and  you  will  not 
doubt  my  sense  of  honour  and  my  sense  of  duty  which  make 
me  act  in  exactly  the  same  way.  If  you  had  to  face  a  calamity- 
such  as  confronts  us,  would  you,  M.  Daladier,  understand  how 
Germany,  for  no  reason  at  all,  could  use  her  influence  to 
ensure  that  such  a  corridor  through  France  should  remain? 
That  the  stolen  territories  should  not  be  returned,  and  that 
Marseilles  should  be  forbidden  to  join  France?  I  certainly 
cannot  imagine  Germany  fighting  you  for  such  a  cause.  I,  for 
Germany,  renounced  our  claim  to  Alsace-Lorraine  in  order  to 
avoid  further  bloodshed.  Still  less  would  we  shed  blood  in' 
order  to  maintain  such  an  injustice  as  I  have  pictured,  which 
would  be  as  intolerable  for  you  as  it  would  be  meaningless  for 
us.  My  feelings  on  everything  expressed  in  your  letter,  M. 
Daladier,  are  the  same  as  yours.  Perhaps  we,  as  ex-soldiers, 
should  readily  understand  each  other  on  many  points.  Yet  I 
would  ask  you  to  appreciate  also  this,  namely,  that  no  nation 
with  a  sense  of  honour  can  ever  give  up  almost  two  million 
people  and  see  them  maltreated  on  its  own  frontiers.  I  there¬ 
fore  formulated  a  clear  demand  :  Danzig  and  the  Corridor 
must  return  to  Germany.  The  Macedonian  conditions  pre¬ 
vailing  along  our  eastern  frontier  must  cease.  I  see  no  possi¬ 
bility  of  persuading  Poland,  who  deems  herself  safe  from 
attack  by  virtue  of  guarantees  given  to  her,  to  agree  to  a 
peaceful  solution.  Unless  we  are  determined  under  the  circum¬ 
stances  to  solve  the  question  one  way  or  the  other.  I  would 
despair  of  an  honourable  future  for  my  country.  If  fate 
decrees  that  our  two  peoples  should  fight  one  another  once 
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more  over  this  question,  it  would  be  from  different  motives. 
I  for  my  part,  M.  Daladier,  would  fight  with  my  people  for 
the  reparation  of  an  injustice,  while  the  others  would  fight 
for  its  retention.  This  is  all  the  more  tragic  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  many  great  men  of  your  nation  have  long  since  recognized 
the  folly  of  the  solution  found  in  1919  and  the  impossibility 
of  keeping  it  up  for  ever.  I  am  fully  conscious  of  the  grave 
consequences  which  such  a  conflict  would  involve.  But  I  think 
that  Poland  would  suffer  most,  for  whatever  the  issue  of  such 
a  war,  the  Polish  State  of  to-day  would  in  any  case  be  lost. 

That  our  two  peoples  should  now  engage  in  another  mur¬ 
derous  war  of  destruction  causes  me  as  much  pain  at  it  does 
you,  M.  Daladier.  Unfortunately,  as  stated  earlier  in  my  letter, 
I  see  no  possibility  open  to  us  of  influencing  Poland  to  take 
a  saner  attitude  and  thus  to  remedy  a  situation  which  is 
unbearable  for  both  the  German  people  and  the  German  Reich. 

Adolf  Hitler 

The  British  attitude  to  the  Fuehrer’s  proposals  made  on 
2$  August  is  contained  in  the  Memorandum  which  was  not 
handed  to  the  Fuehrer  by  the  British  Ambassador  until 
10. jo  p.  m.  on  28  August,  after  three  precious  days  had 
been  lost.  In  it  the  British  Government  refused  to  make 
any  distinction  between  future  German-British  relations  and 
the  pacification  of  Europe  on  the  one  hand,  and  Polish  in¬ 
transigence  on  the  other.  They  showed  themselves  fully 
aware,  however,  of  the  danger  implied  by  the  present  situa¬ 
tion  on  Germany’ s  eastern  frontier  and  agreed  with  Germany 
on  the  urgent  necessity  of  reaching  a  speedy  settlement.  They 
therefore  proposed  that  the  next  step  should  be  the  initiation 
of  direct  discussions  between  the  German  and  Polish  Govern¬ 
ments  and  added  that  they  had  received  definite  assurances 
from  the  Polish  Government  that  they  were  prepared  to 
enter  into  discussions  with  the  German  Government  con- 

191 


timing  the  German-Polish  problems  and  that  any  Settlement 
arrived  at  must  be  guaranteed  by  other  Powers.  We  now 
know  that  in  this  statement  the  British  Government  did  not 
scruple  to  mislead  the  Reich  Government  intentionally.  The 
correspondence  which'  passed  between  the  British  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs  and  the  British  Ambassador  in 
Warsaw,  and  which  has  since  been  published,  proves  that 
the  assertion  made  in  the  British  Memorandum  of  28  August 
to  the  effect  that  the  British  Government  had  received  a 
definite  assurance  of  Poland’s  readiness  to  enter  into  direct 
discussions  did  not  correspond  with  the  actual  facts. 


No.  84  (463) 

Memorandum  from  the  British  Government,  handed  to  the 
Fuehrer  by  the  Btitish  Ambassador,  28  August  1939,  10.30  p.m. 

His  Majesty’s  Government  have  received  the  message  con¬ 
veyed  to  them  from  the  German  Chancellor  by  H.  M.  Am¬ 
bassador  in  Berlin  and  have  considered  it  with  the  care 
which  it  demands. 


1.  They  note  the  Chancellor’s  expression  of  his  desire  to 
make  friendship  the  basis  of  the  relations  between  Germany 
and  the  British  Empire  and  they  fully  share  this  desire.  They 
believe  with  him  that  if  a  complete  and  lasting  understanding 
between  the  two  countries  could  be  etablished  it  would  bring 
untold  blessings  to  both  peoples. 


2.  The  Chancellor’s  message  deals  with  two  groups  of 
questions:  —  those  which  are  the  matters  now  in  dispute 
between  Germany  and  Poland,  and  those  affecting  the  ulti¬ 
mate  relations  of  Germany  and  Great  Britain.  In  connection 
with  these  last.  His  Majesty’s  Government  observe  that  the 
German  Chancellor  has  indicated  certain  proposals  which, 
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subject  to  one  condition,  he  would  be  prepared  to  make  to 
the  British  Government  for  a  general  understanding.  These 
proposals  are  of  course  stated  in  very  general  form  and 
would  require  closer  definition,  but  His  Majesty’s  Govern¬ 
ment  are  fully  prepared  to  take  them,  with  some  additions, 
as  subjects  for  discussion  and  they  would  be  ready,  if  the 
differences  between  Germany  and  Poland  are  peacefully 
composed,  to  proceed  so  soon  as  practicable  to  suck  discussion 
with  a  sincere  desire  to  reach  agreement. 

3.  The  condition  which  the  German  Chancellor  lays  down  is 
that  there  must  first  be  a  settlement  of  the  differences 
between  German  and  Poland.  As  to  that,  His  Majesty’s 
Government  entirely  agree.  Everything,  however,  turns  upon 
the  nature  of  the  settlement  and'  the  method  by  which  it  is 
to  be  reached.  On  these  points,  the  importance  of  which 
cannot  be  absent  from  the  Chancellor’s  mind,  his  message  is 
silent,  and  His  Majesty’s  Government  feel  compelled  to  point 
out  that  an  understanding  upon  both  of  these  is  essential  to 
achieving  further  progress.  The  German  Government  will  be 
aware  that  His  Majesty’s  Government  have  obligations  to 
Poland  by  which  they’  are  bound  and  which  they  intend  to 
honour.  They  could  not,  for  any  advantage  offered  to  Great 
Britain,  acquiesce  in  a  settlement  which  put  in  jeopardy  the 
independence  of  a  State  to  whom  they  have  given  their 
guarantee. 

4.  In  the  opinion  of  His  Majesty’s  Government  a  reasonable 
solution  of  the  differences  between  Germany  and  Poland 
could  and  should  be  effected  by  agreement  between  the  two 
countries  on  lines  which  would  include  the  safeguarding  of 
Poland’s  essential  interests,  and  they  recall  that  in  his  speech 
of  the  28th  April  last  the  German  Chancellor  recognised  the 
importance  of  these  interests  to  Poland. 

But,  as  was  stated  by  the  Prime  Minister  in  his  letter  to 
the  German  Chancellor  of  the  22nd  August.  His  Majesty’s 
Government  consider  it  essential  for  the  success  of  the  dis- 
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cussions  .which  would  precede  the  agreement  that  it  should 
be  understood  beforehand  that  any  settlement  arrived  at 
would  be  guaranteed  by  other  Powers.  His  Majesty’s  Go¬ 
vernment  would  be  ready  if  desired  to  make  their  con¬ 
tribution  to  the  effective  operation  of  such  a  guarantee. 

In  the  view  of  His  Majesty’s  Government  it  follows  that 
the  next  step  should  be  the  initiation  of  direct  discussions 
between  the  German  and  Polish  Governments  on  a  basis 
which  would  include  the  principles  stated  above,  namely  the 
safeguarding  of  Poland’s  essential  interests  and  the  securing 
of  the  settlement  by  an  international  guarantee.  They  have 
already  received  a  definite  assurance  from  the  Polish  Go¬ 
vernment  that  they  are  prepared  to  enter  into  discussions  on 
this  basis,  and  His  Majesty’s  Government  hope  the  German 
Government  would  for  their  part  also  be  willing  to  agree  to 
this  course. 

If,  as  His  Majesty’s  <jOvemment  hope,  such  discussion  lead 
to  agreement  the  way  would  be  open  to  the  negotiation  of 
that  wider  and  more  complete  understanding  between  Great 
Britain  and  Germany  which  both  countries  desire. 

$.  His  Majesty’s  Government  agree  with  the  German 
Chancellor  that  one  of  the  principal  dangers  in  the  German- 
Polish  situation  arises  from  the  report  concerning  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  minorities.  The  present  state  of  tension,  with  its 
concomitant  frontier  incidents,  reports  of  maltreatment  and 
inflammatory  propaganda,  is  a  constant  danger  to  peace.  It 
is  manifestly  a  matter  of  the  utmost  urgency  that  all  in¬ 
cidents  of  the  land  should  .be  promptly  and  rigidly  suppressed 
and  that  unverified  reports  should  not  be  allowed  to  circu¬ 
late,  in  order  that  time  may  be  afforded,  without  provocation 
on  either  side,  for  a  full  examination  of  the  possibilities  of 
settlement.  His  Majesty’s  Government  are  confident  that 
both  Governments  concerned  are  fully  alive  to  these  con¬ 
siderations.  ' 

6.  His  Majesty’s  Government  have  said  enough  to  make 


their  own  attitude  plain  in  the  particular  matters  at  issue 
between  Germany  and  Poland.  They  trust  that  the  German 
Chancellor  will  not  think  that,  because  His  Majesty’s  Go¬ 
vernment’  are  scrupulous  concerning  their  obligations  to 
Poland,  they  are  not  anxious  to  use  all  their  influence  to  assist 
the  achievement  of  a  solution  which  may  commend  itself  both 
to  Germany  and  to  Poland. 

That  such  -  a  settlement  should  be  achieved  seems  to  His 
Majesty’s  Government  essential,  not  only  for  reasons  directly 
arising  in  regard  to  the  settlement  itself,  but  also  because  of 
the  wider  considerations  of  which  the  German  Chancellor 
has  spoken  with  suoh  conviction. 

7.  ,  It  is  unnecoessary  in  the  present  reply  to  stress  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  a  peaceful  settlement'  over  a  decision  to  settle  die 
questions  at  issue  by  force  of  arms.  The  results  of  a  decision 
to  use  force  have  been  clearly  set  out  in  the  Prime  Minister’s 
letter  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  22nd  August,  and  His  Majesty’s 
Government  do  not  doubt  that  they  are  as  fully  recognized 
by  the  Chancellor  as  by  themselves. 

On  the  other  hand  His  Majesty’s  Government,  noting  with 
interest  the  Germain  Chancellor’s  reference  in  the  message  nOw 
under  consideration  to  a  limitation  of  armaments,  believe 
that,  if  a  peaceful  settlement  can  be  obtained,  the  assistance 
of  the  world  could-  confidently  be  anticipated  for  practical 
measures  to  enable  the  transition  from  preparation  for  war 
to  the  normal  activities  of  peaceful  trade  to  be  safely  and 
smoothly  effected. 

8.  A  just  settlement  of  these  questions  between  Germany 
and  Poland  may  open  the  way  to  world  peace.  Failure  to 
reach  it  would  ruin  the  hopes  of  better  understanding  between 
Germany  and  Great  Britain,  would  bring  the  two  countries 
into  conflict,  and  might  well  plunge  the  whole  world  into 
war.  Such  an  outcome  would  be  a  calamity  without  parallel 
in  history. 


The  Fuehrer,  in  his  reply  handed  to  the  British  Ambassador 
at  6.45  p.  m.  on  29  August,  accepted  the  British  proposal.  He 
drew  Britain’s  attention,  however,  to  the  fact  that  the 
situation  on  Germany’s  Eastern  frontier  was  intolerable  for  a 
Great  Power  and  that  a  state  of  affairs  had  now  been  reached 
in  which  continued  acquiescence  or  even  passive  spectatorship 
was  no  longer  possible.  The  Fuehrer  further  pointed  out 
that  perhaps  only  a  few  hours  yet  remained  for  the  elimi¬ 
nation  of  the  state  of  acute  tension.  The  Reich  Government 
had  for  a  long  time  past  been  attempting  to  open  up  a  way 
for  peaceful  negotiations  without,  however,  meeting  with  the 
support  of  the  Polish  Government.  Despite  their  sceptical 
judgment  of  the  prospects  of  the  proposed  direct  negotiations, 
the  Reich  Government  accepted  the  British  proposal  and 
agreed  that  through  the  mediation  of  the  British  Government, 
a  Polish  representative  invested  with  plenipotentiary  powers 
whose  arrival  they  expected  on  Wednesday,  30  August, 
should  come  to  Berlin.  They  would  immediately  draft  pro¬ 
posals  for  a  solution  acceptable  to  themselves  and  would,  if 
possible,  make  these  proposals  available  for  the  British 
Government  before  the  Polish  negotiator  arrived. 


No.  85  (464) 

The  Fuehrer’s  Reply  to  the  British  Government,  handed 
to  the  British  Ambassador,  29  August  19 39,  6.43  p.  m. 

( Translation ) 

The  British  Ambassador  in  Berlin  has  informed  the  British 
Government  of  certain  suggestions  which  I  felt  it  incumbent 
upon  me  to  put  forward,  in  order: 

1.  to  express  once  more  the  desire  of  the  German 
Government  for  sincere  Anglo-German  understanding, 
co-operation  and  friendship; 
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2.  to  leave  no  room  for  doubt  that  such  an  understanding 
cannot  be  purchased  at  the  expense  of  Germany’s 
renunciation  of  her  vital  interests  or  even  by  the 
sacrifice  of  claims  based  just  as  much  on  general 
human  rights  as  on  the  national  dignity  and  honour 
of  our  nation. 

It  was  with  satisfaction  that  the  German  Government 
learned  from  the  written  reply  of  the  British  Government 
and  the  verbal  declarations  of  the  British  Ambassador,  that 
the  British  Government  for  their  part  are  also  prepared  to 
improve  Anglo-German  relations  and  to  develop  and  to 
foster  these  in  the  spirit  of  die  German  suggestions. 

The  British  Government  are  likewise  convinced  that  the 
removal  of  the  tension  between  Germany  and  Poland,  which 
has  become  intolerable,  is  indispensable  if  this  hope  is  to 
be  realized. 

Since  the  autumn  of  1938  and  for  the  last  time  in 
March  193 9,  verbal  and  written  proposals  have  been  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  Polish  Government,  which,  in  consideration  of 
the  friendship  then  existing  between  Germany  and  Poland, 
might  have  led  to  a  settlement  of  the  questions  under  dispute 
which  would  have  been  acceptable  to  both  parties.  The 
British  Government  are  aware  that  the  Polish  Government 
saw  fit  to  reject  these  proposals  finally  in  March  of  this 
year.  At  the  same  time  the  Polish  Government  made  their 
rejection  a  pretext  or  an  occasion  for  the  adoption  of  mili¬ 
tary  measures  which  have  since  then  been  continued  on  an 
ever-increasing  scale.  Poland  had,  in  fact,  mobilized  as  early 
as  the  middle  of  last  month.  In  connection  with  the 
mobilization,  numerous  incidents  took  place  in  the  Free  City 
of  Danzig  at  the  instigation  of  the  Polish  authorities,  and 
demands  of  a  more  or  less  threatening  character  amounting 
to  an  ultimatum  were  addressed  to  the  Free  City  of  Danzig. 
The  closing  of  the  frontier,  which  was  at  first  in  the  nature 
of  a  customs  measure,  was  afterwards  carried  out  on  military 


lines  and  was  extended  to  affect  traffic  with  the  object  of 
bringing  about  the  political  disintegration  and  the  economic 
ruin  of  this  German  community. 

Furthermore,  the  large  group  of  Germans  living  in  Poland 
was  subjected  to  atrocious  and  barbarous  illtreatment  and  to 
other  forms  of  persecution  which  resulted  in  some  cases  in 
the  death  by  violence  of  many  Germans  domiciled  there  or 
in  their  deportation  under  the  most  cruel  circumstances. 
Such  a  situation  is  intolerable  for  a  Great  Power  and  has 
now  forced  Germany  after  months  of  inactive  spectator- 
ship  to  undertake  the  necessary  steps  for  the  protection  of 
her  rightful  interests.  The  German  Government  can  only 
most  seriously  assure  the  British  Government  that  a  state 
of  affairs  has  now  been  reached  in  which  continued  acquies¬ 
cence  or  even  passive  spectatorship  is  no  longer  possible. 

The  demands  of  the  German  Government  imply  a  revision 
of  the  Treaty  of  Versailles  in  this  area,  a  fact  which  was 
recognised  as  necessary  from  the  very  outset;  they  constitute 
the  return  of  Danzig  and  the  Polish  Corridor  to  Germany 
and  the  safeguarding  of  the  German  minorities  domiciled 
in  those  territories  in  Polish  possession. 

The  Reich  Government  note  with  satisfaction  that  the 
British  Government  are  also  convinced  on  principle  that 
some  solution  must  be  found  for  the  state  of  affairs  which 
has  now  developed.  They  further  consider  they  may  assume 
that  the  British '  Government  entertain  no  doubt  on  the 
fact  that  this  is  a  state  of  affairs  which  can  no  longer  be 
remedied  in  a  matter  of  days  or  even  weeks  but  for  the  eli¬ 
mination  of  which  perhaps  only  a  few  hours  yet  remain. 
For  in  view  of  the  disorganized  state  of  Poland  we  must 
at  any  moment  be  prepared  for  the  possibility  of  events 
occurring  which  Germany  could  not  possibly  tolerate. 

If  the  British  Government  still  believe  that  these  grave 
differences  can  be  solved  by  'direct  negotiations,  the  Reich 
Government  on  their  part  regret  at  the  outset  that  they  are 


unable  to  share  such  an  opinion.  They  have  already  tried 
to  open  up  a  way  for  peaceful  negotiations  of  this  nature, 
without  meeting  with  the  support  of  the  Polish  Government, 
and  only  seeing  their  efforts  rejected  by  the  abrupt  initiation 
of  measures  of  a  military  character  in  accordance,  with 
the  general  development  indicated  above. 

There  are  two  factors  which  the  British  Government  con¬ 
sider  important: 

1.  to  remove  most  speedily  the  imminent  danger  of  a 
conflagration  by  means  of  direct  negotiations,  and 

2.  to  give  the  necessary  economic  and  political  safeguards 
by  means  of  international  guarantees  for  the  future 
existence  of  the  remaining  Polish  State. 

To  that,  the  Reich  Government  desire  to  make  the  following 
statement: 

Despite .  their  sceptical  judgment  of  the  prospects  of  such 
direct  negotiations,  the  Reich  Government  are  nevertheless 
prepared  to  accept  the  English  proposal,  and  to  enter  into 
direct  discussions,  They  do  so  solely  because — as  already 
emphasized — the  written  communication  from  the  British 
Government,  which  they  have  received,  gives  them  the 
impression  that  the  latter  also  desire  a  friendly  agreement 
along  the  lines  indicated  to  their  Ambassador,  Sir  Nevile 
Henderson.  The  German  Government  desire  in  this  way  to 
give  to  the  British  Government  and  to  the  British  people  a 
proof  of  the  sincerity  of  the  German  intention  of  arriving 
at  a  state  of  permanent  friendship  with  Great  Britain. 

The  Reich  Government  nevertheless  feel  bound  to  point 
out  to  the  British  Government  that  in  the  case  of  a  reorgani¬ 
zation  of  the  territorial  conditions  in  Poland,  the  Reich 
Government  are  no  longer  in  a  position  to  take  upon  themsel¬ 
ves  any  guarantees,  or  to  participate  in  any  guarantees, 
without  the  co-operation  of  the  U.  S.  S.  R. 

The  Reich  Government  in  their  proposals  moreover  never 
had  the  intention  of  attacking  vital  Polish  interests  or  of 


questioning  the  existence  of  an  independent  Polish  State.  Under 
these  conditions,  the  Reich  Government  therefore  agree  to 
accept  the  proposed  intermediation  of  the  British  Govern¬ 
ment  to  send  to  Berlin  a  Polish  representative  invested  with 
plenipotentiary  powers.  They  expect  his  arrival  on  Wednes¬ 
day,  30  August  1939. 

The  Reich  Government  will  immediately  draft  the  propo¬ 
sals  for  a  solution  acceptable  to  them,  and,  if  possible,  will 
make  such  proposals  also  available  for  the  British  Govern¬ 
ment  before  the  Polish  negotiator  arrives. 

Poland's  reply  was  to  order  general  mobilization 


No.  86  (465) 

The  German  Charge  d‘ Affaires  in  Warsaw  to  the  German 
Foreign  Office 

Telephone  message,  30  August  1939,  3-30  p.m. 

( Translation ) 

Notices  ordering  a  general  mobilization  have  been  posted 
in  Poland  for  one  hc.ur.  The  first  day  of  mobilization  is 
31  August;  everybody  in  possession  of  a  white  mobilization 
card  must  report  at  once. 

Once  again  the  British  Government  took  their  time  in 
replying  to  the  German  suggestion  regarding  the  dispatch  of 
a  Polish  plenipotentiary,  and  it  was  not  until  midnight  of 
30  August,  that  is  to  say,  after  the  elapse  of  the  day  on 
which  the  Reich  Government  had  expected  the  Polish  ple¬ 
nipotentiary  to  arrive,  that  Sir  Nevile  Henderson  handed  over 
the  British  Government’s  reply,  declaring  at  the  same  time  that 
the  British  Government  were  not  in  a  position  to  advise  the 
Polish  Government  to  dispatch  an  emissary,  but  suggested 


zoo 


that  Germany  should  approach  Poland  in  the  normal  diplo¬ 
matic  way.  In  their  Memorandum  the  British  Government 
confirmed  the  fact  that  the  Reich  Government  had  accepted 
the  British  proposals  and  said  that  although  they  realized  the 
danger  arising  from  the  proximity  of  two  mobilized  armies 
standing  face  to  face,  they  considered  it  impracticable  to 
establish  contact  as  early  as  that  day,  viz.  30  August. 

Britain  therefore  allowed  more  than  twenty-four  hours  to 
elapse  without  establishing  direct  contact  as  suggested  by 
herself  and  agreed  to  by  Germany. 

The  only  course  left  open  to  the  Reich  Minister  for 
Foreign  Affairs  in  these  circumstances  was  to  state  that 
Poland's  reply  had  been  to  order  general  mobilization  and 
that  Germany  had  waited  in  vain  for  the  arrival  of  a  Polish 
representative.  In  order  to  show  what  Germany  had  intended 
to  propose  to  the  Polish  plenipotentiary,  the  Reich  Minister 
for  Foreign  Affairs  read  aloud  the  German  proposals  which 
had  been  drawn  up  meantime  and  which,  tabulated  in  the 
form  of  sixteen  points,  represented  the  fairest  possible  solution 
of  the  questions  under  dispute  and  were  intended  by  the 
German  Government  to  form  a  basis  for  negotiation. 


No.  87  (466) 

Conversation  of  the  Reich  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  with 
the  British  Ambassador,  30  August  1939,  at  midnight 

(Translation) 

Memo  by  Dr.  Schmidt,  Minister  Plenipotentiary 

Sir  Nevile  Henderson  handed  over  the  Memorandum  of 
the  British  Government  given  in  the  Annex*.  He  added  that 
he  had  been  instructed  to  discuss  two  additional  points  orally. 
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Complete  restraint  was  only  to  be  expected  from  the  Polish 
Government  if  the  German  Government  adopted  the  same 
attitude  on  their  side  of  die  frontier  and  if  no  provocation 
by  the  German  minority  in  Poland  took  place.  Reports  were 
current  to  the  effect  that  the  Germans  in  Poland  committed 
acts  of  sabotage  which  would  justify  the  adoption  of  the 
most  severe  counter-measures  by  the  Polish  Government.  The 
Reich  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  objected  strongly  to  this 
remark.  Germany,  he  said,  was  aware  only  of  acts  of  provo¬ 
cation  committed  by  the  Poles,  but  Polish  propaganda 
appeared  to  have  done  its  work  with  the  British  Government. 
The  most  outrageous  acts  of  sabotage  were  committed  by 
the  Poles.  He  refused  to  discuss  this  matter  at  all  with  the 
British  Government. 

Sir  Nevile  Henderson’s  further  instructions  referred  to 
the  German  Government’s  reply  of  the  previous  day,  in 
which  the  German  Government  had  declared  themselves  pre¬ 
pared  to  establish  direct  contact  with  Poland  if  the  Polish 
Government  would  immediately  despatch  a  plenipotentiary. 
The  British  Government  were  not  in  a  position  to  advise  the 
Polish  Government  to  accept  this  procedure.  They  suggested 
that  the  German  Government  should  adopt  the  normal  diplo¬ 
matic  way  i.  e.  hand  their  proposals  to  the  Polish  Ambassa¬ 
dor  in  order  to  set  matters  going  and  make  it  possible  for 
the  Polish  Ambassador  to  co-operate  with  his  Government 
in  preparing  for  direct  German-Polish  negotiations.  If  the 
German  Government  would  also  communicate  these  proposals 
to  the  British  Government  and  the  latter  were  of  the  opinion 
that  the  proposals  constituted  a  reasonable,  basis  for  a  settle¬ 
ment  of  the  problems  to  be  dicussed,  thfey  would  use  their 
influence  in  Warsaw  to  achieve  a  settlement. 

Referring  to  the  last  paragraph  of  the  German  reply  of  the 
previous  day,  Sir  Nevile  Henderson  asked  whether  the  Ger¬ 
man  proposals  were  ready  and  whether  these  proposals  could 
be  handed  over  to  him. 


The  Reich  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  replied  in  the  first 
place  that  British  intervention  had  up  till  now  led  to  only 
one  tangible  result,  namely,  general  mobilization  on  the  part 
of  Poland,  and  secondly  that  Germany  had  been  counting  on 
the  arrival  of  a  Polish  representative  that  day.  This  had  not 
constituted  an  ultimatum,  as  the  British  Ambassador  had 
erroneously  assumed,  but,  as  the  Fuehrer  had  already 
explained  on  the  previous  day,  a  practical  proposal  dictated 
by  prevailing  conditions.  By  midnight  Germany  had  received 
no  answer  from  Poland.  The  question  of  a  possible  proposal 
therefore  no  longer  existed.  In  order  to  show,  however, 
what  proposals  Germany  had  intended  to  make  if  die  Polish 
representative  had  come,  the  Reich  Minister  for  Foreign 
Affairs  read  aloud  the  German  proposals  contained  in  the 
Annex**  and  explained  them  in  detail. 

Sir  Nevile  Henderson  replied  that  the  statement  of  the 
Reich  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  that  in  consequence  of  the 
non-arrival  of  the  Polish  representative  by  midnight  on 
Wednesday  the  proposals  which  the  German  Government  had 
originally  intended  to  make  no  longer  held  good,  seemed  to 
confirm  his  interpretation  of  the  proposal  as  an  ultimatum. 

The  Reich  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  once  more  empha¬ 
tically  opposed  this  conception  and  referred  to  the  statement 
made  by  the  Fuehrer  on  the  previous  day  that  this  urgency 
was  the  outcome  of  the  fact  that  two  fully  mobilized  armies 
were  standing  face  to  face  within  firing  distance  of  each 
other  and  that  at  any  moment  some  incident  might  lead  to 
serious  conflict. 

In  conclusion,  Sir  Nevile  Henderson  suggested  that  the 
Reich  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  should  ask  the  Polish 
Ambassador  to  call  on  him  and  hand  him  the  German 
proposals. 

The  Reich  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  rejected  this  sugge¬ 
sted  procedure  as  far  as  he  personally  was  concerned  and 


concluded  the  conversation  by  saying  that  all  decisions  must 
rest  with  the  Fuehrer.  Schmidt 


*  Cf.  Annex  I. 

**  Cf.  Annex  II. 


Annex  I 

Memorandum  from  the  British  Government,  handed  to  the 
Reich  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  by  the  British  Ambassador, 
jo  August  1939,  at  midnight 

1.  His  Majesty’s  Government  appreciate  the  friendly  reference 
in  the  declaration  contained  in  the  reply  of  the  German 
Government  to  the  latter’s  desire  for  an  Anglo-German 
understanding  and  to  their  statement  of  the  influence  which 
this  consideration  has  exercised  upon  their  policy. 

2.  His  Majesty’s  Government  repeat  that  they  reciprocate 
the  German  Government’s  desire  for  an  improvement  in 
relations,  but  it  will  be  recognised  that  they  could  not  sacrifice 
the  interests  of  friends  in  order  to  obtain  that  improvement. 
They  fully  understand  that  the  German  Government  cannot 
sacrifice  Germany’s  vital  interests,  but  the  Polish  Govern¬ 
ment  are  in  the  same  position,  and  His  Majesty’s  Govern¬ 
ment  believe  that  the  vital  interests  of  the  two  countries  are 
not  incompatible. 

3.  His  Majesty’s  Government  note  that  the  German  Govern¬ 
ment  accept  the  British  proposal  and  are  prepared  to  enter 
into  direct  discussions  with  the  Polish  Government. 

4.  His  Majesty’s  Government  understand  that  the  German 
Government  accept  in  principle  the  condition  that  any  settle¬ 
ment  should  be  made  subject  to  an  international  guarantee. 
The  question  of  who  shall  participate  in  this  guarantee  will 
have  to  be  discussed  further,  and  His  Majesty’s  Government 
hope  that  to  avoid  loss  of  time  the  German  Government  will 
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take  immediate  steps  to  obtain  the  assent  of  the  Union  of 
Soviet  Socialist  Republics  whose  participation  in  the  guarantee 
His  Majesty’s  Government  have  always  assumed. 

j.  His  Majesty’s  Government  also  note  that  the  German 
Government  accept  the  position  of  the  British  Government 
as  to  Poland’s  vital  interests  and  independence. 

6.  His  Majesty’s  Government  must  make  an  express  reser¬ 
vation  in  regard  to  the  statement  of  particular  demands  put 
forward  by  the  German  Government  in  an  earlier  passage  in 
their  reply.  They  understand  that  the  German  Government 
are  drawing  up  proposals  for  a  solution.  No  doubt  these 
proposals  will  be  fully  examined  during  the  discussions.  It 
can  then  be  determined  hoW  far  they  are  compatible  with 
the'  essential  conditions  which  His  Majesty’s  Government  have 
stated  and  which  the  German  Government  have  expressed 
their  willingness  to  accept. 

7.  His  Majesty’s  Government  are  at  once  informing  the 
Polish  Government  of  the  German  Government’s  reply.  The 
method  of  contact  and  the  arrangements  for  discussions  must 
obviously  be  agreed  with  all  urgency  between  the  German 
Government  and  the  Polish  Government,  but  in  His  Majesty’s 
Government’s  view  it  would  be  impracticable  to  establish 
contact  so  early  as  to-day. 

8.  His  Majesty’s  Government  fully  recognize  the  need  for 
speed  in  the  initiation  of  discussions  and  they  share  the 
apprehensions  of  the  Chancellor  arising  from  the  proximity 
of  two  mobilised  armies  standing  face  to  face.  They  would 
accordingly  most  strongly  urge  that  both  parties  should 
undertake  that  during  negotiations  no  aggressive  military 
movements  will  take  place.  His  Majesty’s  Government  feel 
confident  that  they  could  obtain  such  an  undertaking  from 
the  Polish  Government,  if  the  German  Government  would 
give  similar  assurances. 

9.  Further.,  His  Majesty’s  Government  would  suggest  that  a 
temporary  modus  vivendi  might  be  arranged  for  Danzig. 

205 


which  might  prevent  the  occurrence  of  incidents  tending  to 
render  German-Polish  relations  more  difficult. 

Berlin,  30  August  1939. 

Annex  II 

Proposal  for  a  settlement  of  the  problem  of  Danzig  and  the 
Polish  Corridor  and  of  the  German-Polish  Minorities  question 

(T ranslation  ) 

The  situation  between  the  German  Reich  and  Poland  is  at 
the  present  time  such  that  any  further  incident  may  lead  to 
an  outbreak  of  hostilities  between  the  military  forces  of  the 
two  countries,  which  have  already  taken  up  their  position  on 
the  respective  sides  of  the  frontier.  Any  peaceful  solution  of 
the  problem  must  be  of  such  a  nature  that  the  events  which 
originally  brought  about  this  state  of  affairs  cannot  be  repeated 
on  the  next  occasion  thus  causing  a  state  of  tension  not  only 
in  Eastern  Europe  but  also  elsewhere. 

The  causes  of  this  development  are  to  be  found  in 

1.  the  intolerable  demarcation  of  the  frontiers  as  dictated 
in  the  Treaty  of  Versailles, 

2.  the  intolerable  treatment  of  the  minority  in  the  terri¬ 
tories  cut  off  from  the  Reich. 

In  putting  forward  these  proposals,  the  Reich  Government 
are  attempting  to  find  a  final  solution  putting  an  end  to  the 
intolerable  situation  arising  from  the  present  demarcation  of 
frontiers,  securing  to  both  parties  their  vital  lines  of  com¬ 
munication,  eliminating  as  far  as  possible  the  problem  of  the 
minorities  and,  in  so  far  as  this  should  prove  impossible, 
rendering  the  fate  of  the  minorities  bearable  by  effectively 
guaranteeing  their  rights. 

The  Reich  Government  feel  convinced  that  it  is  indispensable 
that  economic  and  personal  damage  inflicted  since  1918  should 


be  investigated,  and  full  compensation  made  therefor.  Of 
course,  the  Reich  Government  regard  this  obligation  as  binding 
upon  both  parties. 

The  above  considerations  give  rise  to  the  following  concrete 
proposals: 

x.  By  reason  of  its  purely  German  character  and  the 
unanimous  will  of  its  population,  the  Free  City  of 
Danzig  shall  be  returned  forthwith  to  the  German 
Reich. 

2.  The  territory  known  as  the  Polish  Corridor,  that  is  to 
say,  the  territory  bounded  by  the  Baltic  Sea  and  a  line 
running  from  Marienwerder  to  Graudenz,  Kulm,  Brom¬ 
berg,  (including  these  towns),  and  then  in  a  westerly 
direction  towards  Schbnlanke,  shall  itself  decide  whether 
it  shall  become  part  of  the  German  Reich  or  remain 
with  Poland. 

3.  For  that  purpose,  a  plebiscite  shall  be  held  in  this 
territory.  All  Germans  who  were  domiciled  in  this 
area  on  the  first  of  January  1918  or  who  were  born 
there  on  or  before  that  day,  also  all  Poles,  Cassubians, 
etc.,  who  were  domiciled  in  this  area  on  that  day  or 
who  were  born  there  on  or  before  the  above  mentioned 
date,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote.  Germans  who  have  been 
expelled  from  this  territory  shall  return  for  the  purpose 
of  registering  their  votes. 

In  order  to  ensure  an  impartial  plebiscite  and  to 
guarantee  that  the  necessary  and  extensive  preparations 
for  the  plebiscite  shall  be  carried  out  correctly,  an 
International  Commission  like  the  one  formed  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  Saar  pebliscite,  and  consisting  of 
members  appointed  by  the  four  Great  Powers,  Italy, 
the  U.S.S.R.,  France  and  Great  Britain,  shall  be  formed 
immediately,  and  placed  in  charge  of  this  territory. 
This  commission  shall  exercise  sovereign  rights  through- 
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out  the  territory.  To  that  end,  the  territory  shall  be 
evacuated  by  the  Polish  military  forces,  by  the  Polish 
police  and  by  the  Polish  authorities  within  the  shortest 
possible  time  to  be  agreed  upon. 

4.  The  Polish  port  of  Gdynia  to  the  extent  of  the  Polish 
settlement  is  not  included  in  this  area  but,  as  a  matter 
of  principle,  is  recognized  as  Polish  territory. 

The  details  of  the  boundaries  of  this  Polish  port  shall 
be  decided  on  by  Germany  and  Poland,  and  if  necessary 
established  by  an  International  Court  of  Arbitration. 

5.  In  order  to  allow  for  ample  time  for  the  necessary  and 
extensive  preparations  for  the  carrying  out  of  an  im¬ 
partial  plebiscite,  this  plebiscite  shall  not  take  place 
before  a  period  of  twelve  months  has  elapsed. 

6.  In  order  that  during  that  period,  Germany’s  lines  of 
communication  with  East  Prussia  and  Poland’s  access 
to  the  sea  may  be  unrestrictedly  ensured,  certain  roads 
and  railway  lines  shall  be  determined,  in  order  to 
facilitate  unobstructed  transit.  In  this  connection  only 
such  taxes  may  be  levied  as  are  necessary  for  the  upkeep 
of  the  lines  of  communication  and  for  the  carrying 
out  of  transport. 

7.  The  allocation  of  this  territory  shall  be  decided  on  by 
the  absolute  majority  of  the  votes  cast. 

8.  In  order  to  secure,  after  the  plebiscite  (irrespective  of 
the  result  thereof),  Germany’s  unrestricted  communi¬ 
cation  with  the  province  of  Danzig — East  Prussia,  and 
Poland’s  access  to  the  sea,  Germany  shall,  should  the 
territory  be  returned  to  Poland  as  a  result  of  the 
plebiscite,  be  given  an  exterritorial  traffic  zone  running, 
from  say,  Biitow  to  Danzig  or  Dirschau,  for  the  purpose 
of  building  a  Reich  Motor  Road  (Reichsautobahn)  and 
also  a  four-track  railway  line.  The  construction  of  the 
motor  road  and  of  the  railway  shall  be  carried  out  in 


such  a  manner  that  Polish  lines  of  communication  are 
not  affected  thereby,  i.  e.  they  are  to  be  overbridged 
or  underbridged.  This  zone  shall  be  one  kilometer  in 
width  and  shall  be  German  territory. 

Should  the  result  of  the  plebiscite  be  in  favour  of 
Germany,  Poland  shall  have  the  same  rights  as  Germany 
would  have  had,  to  build  an  exterritorial  road  and 
railway  connection  in  order  to  secure  her  free  and  un¬ 
restricted  access  to  her  port  of  Gdynia. 

9.  In  the  event  of  the  Polish  Corridor  being  returned  to 
the  Reich,  the  latter  declares  herself  prepared  to  arrange 
with  Poland  for  an  exchange  of  population  of  the 
extent  to  which  this  could  be  carried  out  according  to 
the  conditions  in  the  Corridor. 

10.  Any  special  rights  claimed  by  Poland  within,  the  port 
of  Danzig  shall,  on  the  basis  of  parity,  be  negotiated 
in  exchange  of  equal  rights  for  Germany  at  the  port 
of  Gdynia. 

11.  In  order  to  avoid  any  sense  of  menace  or  danger  on 
either  side,  Danzig  and  Gdynia  henceforth  shall  have 
a  purely  commercial  character,  i.  e.  neither  of  these 
places  shall  be  provided  with  means  of  military  defence 
or  fortifications. 

12.  The  Peninsula  of  Hela,  which  according  to  the  result 
of  the  plebiscite  would  be  allocated  either  to  Poland 
or  to  Germany,  shall  also  be  demilitarized  in  any  case. 

13.  The  Reich  Government  having  most  serious  complaints 
to  make  about  the  treatment  of  the  minority  by  the 
Poles,  the  Polish  Government  on  the  other  hand  con¬ 
sidering  themselves  entitled  to  raise  complaints  against 
Germany,  both  parties  agree  to  submit  these  complaints 
to  an  International  Commission  of  Investigation  charged 
to  investigate  into  all  complaints  about  economic  and 
personal  damage,  as  well  as  other  acts  of  terrorism. 
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Germany  and  Poland  bind  themselves  to  indemnify 
the  minorities  on  either  side  for  any  economic  damages 
and  other  wrongs  inflicted  upon  them  since  1918;  and/or 
to  revoke  all  expropriations  or  otherwise  to  completely 
indemnify  the  respective  person  Or  persons  for  these 
and  other  encroachments  upon  economic  life. 

14.  In  order  to  free  the  Germans 'remaining  in  Poland,  as 
well  as  the  Poles  remaining  in  Germany,  from  the 
feeling  of  being  deprived  of  the  benefits  of  International 
Law,  and  above  all  to  afford  them  the  certainty  of 
their  not  being  made  to  take  part  in  actions  and  in 
furnishing  services  of  a  kind  not  compatible  with  their 
national  convictions,  Germany  and  Poland  mutually 
agree  to  safeguard  the  rights  of  their  respective  mino¬ 
rities  by  most  comprehensive  and  binding  agreements 
for  the  purpose  of  warranting  these  minorities  the 
preservation,  free  development  and  cultivation  of  their 
national  customs,  habits  and  traditions,  to  grant  them 
in  particular  and  for  that  purpose  the  form  of  orga¬ 
nization  considered  necessary  by  them.  Both  parties 
undertake  not  to  draft  the  members  of  the  minority 
into  military  service. 

15.  In  case  of  an  agreement  on  the  basis  of  these  proposals 
being  reached,  Germany  and  Poland  declare  themselves 
prepared  immediately  to  order  and  carry  through  the 
demobilization  of  their  respective  armed  forces. 

16.  Any  additional  measures  required  to  hasten  the  carrying 
through  of  the  above  agreement  shall  be  mutually 
agreed  upon  between  Germany  and  Poland. 

On  the  morning  of  31  August,  Sir  Nevile  Henderson  in¬ 
formed  the  Polish  Ambassador  in  Berlin  of  the  contents  of 
the  sixteen-point  proposal  put  forward  by  Germany.  The 
Polish  Ambassador  in  the  course  of  that  same  morning  by 
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telephone  informed  his  own  Government  in  Warsaw  of  this 
proposal.  This  information  is  contained  in  Sir  Nevile  Hender¬ 
son’s  own  final  report  to  his  Government. 

It  had  to  be  admitted  in  the  official  German  report  made 
at  9  p.  m.  on  31  August,  however,  that  Germany,  after  having 
waited  in  vain  on  30  August  for  the  arrival  of  a  Polish 
plenipotentiary,  had  vainly  expected  him  to  arrive  in  the 
course  of  the  ensuing  twenty-four  hours,  since  the  Polish 
Ambassador,  who  had  called  at  the  German  Foreign  Office, 
was  not  authorized  to  negotiate  but  had  merely  stated  that 
Poland  “ was  weighing  favourably  the  British  Government’s 
suggestion.” 


No.  88  (468) 

Official  German  Communication,  31  August  1939,  9  p.m. 

(T ranslation) 

In  a  Note  dated  28  August  1939,  addressed  to  the  German 
Government,  the  British  Government  declared  themselves 
prepared  to  offer  their  services  as  intermediaries  in  arranging 
direct  negotiations  between  Germany  and  Poland  for  the 
settlement  of  the  problems  under  dispute.  In  this  Note  they 
left  no  room  for  doubt  that  in  view  of  the  continued  incidents 
and  the  general  state  of  tension  throughout  Europe  they  also 
were  aware  of  the  urgency  of  such  action. 

In  spite  of  their  scepticism  regarding  the  willingness  of  the 
Polish  Government  to  reach  any  agreement,  the  German 
Government,  in  a  reply  dated  29  August  1939,  declared 
themselves  prepared  in  the  interests  of  peace  to  accept  British 
intermediation  or  suggestions.  Taking  into  account  all  the 
circumstances  prevailing  at  the  moment,  they  considered  it 
necessary  to  point  out  in  their  reply  that,  if  the  danger  of 
catastrophe  is  to  be  avoided  at  all,  quick  and  immediate  action 


is  indispensable.  The  German  Government  have  therefore 
declared  themselves  willing  to  receive  a  delegate  appointed  by 
the  Polish  Government  by  the  evening  of  30  August  1939, 
provided  that  this  delegate  should  be  invested  with  full  power 
not  only  to  take  part  in  discussions  but  to  negotiate  and  to 
take  a  final  decision. 

The  German  Government  have  further  expressed  the  hope 
that  they  would  be  able  to  submit  to  the  British  Government 
the  gist  of  the  proposed  agreement  before  the  arrival  of  the 
Polish  delegate  in  Berlin. 

Instead  of  a  declaration  regarding  the  arrival  of  an  authori¬ 
zed  Polish  representative,  the  German  Government,  as  a  first 
reply  to  their  readiness  to  negotiate,  received  the  news  of  the 
Polish  mobilization,  and  it  was  only  towards  midnight  on 
30 ’August  1939,  that  they  received  the  assurance  by  Britain, 
couched  in  more  general  terms,  that  she  would  use  her  influence 
to  arrange  for  the  opening  of  negotiations. 

Owing  to  the  non-arrival  of  the  Polish  delegate  who  was 
expected  by  the  Reich  Government,  the  primary  condition  for 
informing  the  British  Government,  who  had  themselves  re¬ 
commended  direct  negotiations  between  Germany  and  Poland, 
of  the  standpoint  taken  by  the  Reich  as  to  the  basis  for  such 
negotiations,  no  longer  existed.  Nevertheless,  Herr  von  Ribben- 
trop,  the  Reich  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs,  acquainted  the 
British  Ambassador,  when  the  latter  handed  over  the  last 
British  Note,  with  the  exact  wording  of  the  German  proposals 
as  prepared  for  the  expected  arrival  of  the  Polish  pleni¬ 
potentiary. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  German  Government  con¬ 
sidered  that  they  had  every  right  to  expect  that,  at  least  sub¬ 
sequently  to  this,  the  nomination  of  a  Polish  delegate  would 
immediately  take  place.  It  was  clearly  too  much  to  expect  of 
the  German  Government  that  they  should  continue  not  only 
to  reiterate  their  willingness  to  enter  upon  such  negotiations. 
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but  even  to  sit  and  wait  and  allow  themselves  to  be  put  off 
by  the  Polish  side  with  feeble  subterfuges  and  empty  decla¬ 
rations. 

In  the  meantime  a  demarche  by  the  Polish  Ambassador  has 
again  shown  that  not  even  he  is  authorized  to  enter  upon 
any  discussion  whatsoever,  much  less  to  negotiate. 

Thus  the  Fuehrer  and  the  German  Government  have  now 
waited  for  two  days  in  vain  for  the  arrival  of  an  authorized 
Polish  delegate. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  German  Government  cannot 
but  regard  their  proposals  as  having  once  more  been  rejected 
in  effect,  although  they  are  of  the  opinion  that  in  the  form 
in  which  they  were  also  communicated  to  the  British  Govern¬ 
ment,  they  were  made  in  a  spirit  6f  excessive  goodwill  and 
fairness  and  could  well  have  been  accepted. 

The  Government  of  the  Reich  consider  it  appropriate  to 
inform  the  public  of  the  proposed  basis  for  negotiation  as 
communicated  to  the  British  Ambassador  by  Herr  von  Ribben- 
trop,  the  Reich  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs.* 

*  In  the  text  of  the  official  German  Communication  there 
followed  here  the  proposal  printed  above  under  No.  87,  Annex  II ■ 

The  announcement  made  by  the  Warsaw  Broadcasting 
Station  at  11  p.m.  on  31  August  proves  that  Poland  no 
longer  desired  to  come  to  an  understanding,  but  that  she 
considered  that  the  time  had  come  to  make  full  use  of  the 
British  carte  blanche  and  to  play  the  part  tacitly  assigned 
her  by  Britain,  namely,  to  cause  the  outbreak  of  war  with 
Germany. 
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No.  89  (469) 

Announcement  by  the  Polish  Broadcasting  Station  at  Warsaw, 
31  August  1939 j  11  p.m. 

(T  ranslation) 

The  publication  to-day  of  the  official  German  com¬ 
munique  has  clearly  revealed  the  aims  and  intentions  of 
German  policy.  It  proves  the  undisguised  aggressive  intentions 
of  Germany  towards  Poland.  The  conditions  under  which 
the  Third  Empire  is  prepared  to  negotiate  with  Poland  are: 
Danzig  must  immediately  return  to  the  Reich.  Pomorze 
together  with  the  cities  of  Bromberg  and  Graudenz  are  to  be 
subjected  to  a  plebiscite,  for  which  all  Germans  who  left  that 
territory  for  any  reason  whatsoever  since  the  year  1918  may 
return.  The  Polish  military  forces  and  the  police  force  shall 
be  evacuated  from  Pomorze.  The  police  force  of  England, 
France,  Italy  and  the  U.  S.  S.  R.  will  be  placed  in  charge 
of  the  territory.  The  plebiscite  is  to  take  place  after  twelve 
months  have  elapsbd.  The  territory  of  the  Hela  Peninsula 
will  also  be  included  in  the  plebiscite;  Gdynia  as  a  Polish 
town  is  excluded.  Irrespective  of  the  result  of  the  plebiscite 
an  exterritorial  road  one  kilometre  wide  is  to  be  con¬ 
structed  . 

The  German  News  Agency  announces  that  the  time  allowed 
for  the  acceptance  of  these  conditions  expired  yesterday.  Ger¬ 
many  has  waited  in  vain  for  a  Polish  delegate.  The  answer 
given  was  the  military  orders  issued  by  the  Polish  Govern¬ 
ment. 

Words  can  now  no  longer  veil  the  aggressive  plans  of  the 
new  Huns.  Germany  is  aiming  at  the  domination  of  Europe 
and  is  cancelling  the  rights  of  nations  with  as  yet  unprece¬ 
dented  cynicism.  This  impudent  proposal  shows  clearly  how 
necessary  were  the  military  orders  given  by  the  Polis"h 
Government. 


The  actual  facts,  however,  leave  no  room  for  doubt  as  to 
who  was  the  aggressor.  A  summary,  drawn  up  by  an  official 
in  the  political  department  of  the  German  Foreign  Office, 
of  official  reports  received  concerning  serious  incidents  on 
the  German-Polish  frontier,  shows  that  no  less  than  forty-four 
such  incidents  occurred  between  23  and  31  August  1939: 


No.  90  (470) 

List  of  officially,  reported  serious  frontier  incidents  on  the 
German-Polish  frontier  between  23  and  31  August  1939, 
compiled  by  an  official  in  the  Political  Department  of  the 
German  Foreign  Office 

( Translation ) 
Berlin,  1  September  1939 

23  August 

t.  Report  of  the  State  Police-Station  at  Elbing. 

Towards  10  p.  m.  on  the  farm  of  the  peasant  Rein- 
hard  Briese,  situated  directly  on  the  German-Polish 
frontier  at  Scharschau,  district  of  Rosenberg,  West 
Prussia,  a  stable  burned  down.  Near  the  scene  of  the 
fire  an  incendiary  bomb  of  Polish  origin  was  found. 

2.  Report  of  the  State  Police-Station  at  Elbing. 

Towards  11  p.  m.  the  property  of  Martha  Zer- 
kowski,  a  widow,  of  Schonerswalde,  district  of  Rosen¬ 
berg,  West  Prussia,  situated  directly  on  the  German- 
Polish  frontier,  was  destroyed  by  arson  committed  by 
men  who  had  come  from  Poland. 

3.  Report  from  the  State  Police-Station  at  Elbing. 

In  the  night  of  2j  August,  the  property  of  wood¬ 
cutter  Schlegel  of  Neukrug,  district  of  Rosenberg, 
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West  Prussia,  situated  directly  on  the  German-Polish 
frontier,  was  destroyed  by  arson  committed  by  men 
who  had  come  from  Poland. 

4.  Report  from  the  State  Police-Station  at  Elbing. 

In  the  night  of  2 5  August,  the  forester’s  house  at 
Dietrichswalde,  district  of  Marienwerder,  situated  near 
the  German-Polish  frontier,  burned  down  completely 
as  a  result  of  arson  committed  by  men  who  had  come 
from  Poland. 

5.  Report  from  the  State  Police-Station  at  Elbing: 

In  the  night  of  25  August,  the  property  of  peasant 
Gehrke,  of  Niederzehren,  district  of  Marienwerder, 
situated  near  the  German-Polish  frontier,  was 
destroyed  by  arson  committed  by  men  who  had  come 
from  Poland. 

6.  Report  from  the  State  Police-Station  at  Elbing. 

In  the  night  of  25  August,  signalman’s  house  No.  34 
on  the  railway  line  Deutsch-Eylau — Alt-Eiche — Soldau 
was  destroyed  by  a  bomb. 

7.  Report  from  the  State  Police-Station  at  Koslin. 

In  the  night  of  2j  August,  the  barn  belonging  to 
miller  Domke,  at  Somminer-Muhle,  district  of  Butow, 
burned  down.  Investigation  of  the  scene  showed  that 
fire  was  caused  by  a  bomb  with  an  electric  time-fuse. 
The  property  was  situated  directly  on  the  German- 
Polish  frontier. 

8.  Report  of  the  President  of  the  Provincial  Revenue 
Office,  East  Prussia. 

In  the  night  of  25  August,  Polish  soldiers  blew  up 
and  completely  destroyed  the  parts  situated  on  German 
territory  of  the  highway  bridge  and  the  railway  bridge 
Zandersfelde-Neuliebenau. 


26  August 

1.  Report  of  the  Head  Customs-House,  Neidenburg. 

At  12.45  a-  m.  the  sentry  in  front  of  the  customs¬ 
house  at  Wetzbausen  noticed,  and  challenged  a  Polish 
soldier  who  was  mowing  towards  the  customs-house 
from  the  wood  opposite.  The  soldier  took  to  flight 
and  was  apparently  wounded  by  two  shots. 
Afterwards  it  was  ascertained  that  the  soldier  belonged 
to  a  group  of  six  Polish  soldiers  who  had  crossed  the 
German-Polish  frontier  at  that  spot. 

2.  Report  of  the  State  Police-Station  at  Elbing. 

Towards  3  p.  m.  the  dwelling  house  and  premises 
belonging  to  the  Werner  and  Scheffler  families  at 
Neukrug,  district  of  Rosenberg,  West  Prussia,  situated 
near  the  German-Polish  frontier,  burned  down  to 
their  foundation  as  a  result  of  arson.  It  was  ascer¬ 
tained  that  the  perpetrators  were  from  Poland. 

3.  Report  of  the  Head  Customs-House  at  Lauenburg. 

At  up. m.  Tatolinski,  a  minority  German  of 
Seelau,  lying  opposite  the  customs  post  at  Gross 
Seelnow,  escaped  across  the  frontier  after  his  farm 
had  been  set  on  fire  by  a  Polish  gang.  The  Poles 
fired  several  shots  at  him  across  the  frontier. 

4.  Report  of  the  Head  Customs-House  at  Meseritz. 

Minority  German  fugitives  who  on  2 6  August 
crossed  the  frontier  near  Betsche-Sud,  were  repeatedly 
shot  at  by  Polish  frontier  guards,  after  they  had 
already  concealed  themselves  in  a  field  of  maize  on 
German  territory. 

2j  August 

1.  Report  of  the  State  Police-Station  at  Elbing. 

In  the  early  hours  a  fire  destroyed  the  farm  of  the 
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peasant  Guzinski  of  Klein  Heyde,  district  of  Rosen¬ 
berg,  West  Prussia,  near  the  German-Polish  frontier. 
It  was  ascertained  that  the  Polish  incendiaries  had 
come  across  the  frontier. 

2.  Report  from  the  State  Police-Station  at  Elbing. 

Towards  3.15  a.  m.  a  Polish  gang,  consisting  of  about 
1  j  men  armed  with  rifles,  attacked  the  railway  halt 
and  the  saw-mills  at  Alt-Eiche,  district  of  Rosenberg, 
West  Prussia.  After  the  Poles  had  fired  several  shots, 

■  they  were  driven  off  by  a  detachment  of  the  German 
frontier  guard. 

3.  Report  of  the  Customs-House  at  Lindenhorst. 

Towards  4  a.  m.  a  sentry  of  the  frontier  guard  ob¬ 
served  six  Polish  soldiers  moving  in  the  direction  of 
Frontier-  Stone  No.  127.  They  then  formed  up  in 
threes,  crossed  the  German  frontier,  and  proceeded  in 
the  direction  of  the  road  Neumittelwalde-Schonstein. 
About  4.25  a.  m.  the  detachment  leader  of  the  frontier 
guard  sighted  a  Polish  soldier  crawling  along  the 
ground.  He  thereupon  fired  four  shots,  and  the  Poles 
withdrew. 

4.  Report  of  the  Head  Customs-House  at  Schneidemiihl. 

Towards  10.30  a.  m.  in  the  region  of  Vorwerk-Drei- 
linden,  within  about  300  metres  this  side  ‘  of  the 
frontier,”  three  German  guard  officers,  Captain  Tasch- 
ner.  Lieutenant  Sebulka  and  Lieutenant  Dinger,  were 
fired  at  from  across  the  Polish  frontier. 

5.  Report  of  the  Head  Customs-House  at  Neidenburg. 

Towards  5  p.  m.  a  patrol  of  the  branch  customs¬ 
house  at  Flannberg,  stood  guard  near  Point  128,  situated 
at  a  distance  of  about  100  metres  from  the  frontier- 
river  Orzyc  on  the  edge  of  a  wood  to  the  west  of 
Flannberg.  From  the  Polish  side  about  20  shots  were 
suddenly  fired,  which  fell  on  German  territory.  As 
was  found  out  later  on,  these  shots  were  fired  by  a 


Polish  frontier  patrol  who'  under  the  command  of  a 
Polish  officer  had  approached  the  German  frontier 
and  opened  fire  upon  a  military  sentry.  It  was  further 
ascertained  that  the  Poles  had  thrown  four  egg  hand- 
grenades. 

6.  Report  of  the  Head  Customs-House  at  Kreuzberg. 

At  about  8.1  j  p.  m.  the  Customs-House  assistant 
Scheffler  was  fired  on  by  Poles  seven  or  eight  times 
near  Reidenwalde.. 

7.  Report  of  the  President  of  the  Provincial  Revenue 
Office,  East  Prussia.  , 

'  Towards  9.45  p.  m.  the  customs  guard  'Will,  about  ■ 
to  ride  away  on  his  bicycle  from  an  estate  close  to 
the  frontier  was  fired  on  several  times  by’  Polish 
frontier  guards  stationed  at  Kleinfelde  near  Mewe. 

28  August 

1.  Report  of  the  State  Police-Station  at  Elbing. 

Towards  12.30  a.  m.  a  German  field  guard  posted 
near  the  railway  bridge  Deutsch-Eylau  (Neumark) 
sighted  several  Polish  soldiers  on  German  territory. 
When  the  field  guard  opened  fire,  the  Poles  disappear¬ 
ed  in  the  woods  while  replying  to  the  fire. 

2.  Report  of  the  State  Police-Station  at  Oppeln. 

,  Towards  1  a.  m.  in  the  avenue  leading  from  Rati- 
bor  to  Hohenbirken,  East  Upper  Silesia,  a  German 
anti-aircraft  detachment  sighted  Polish  troops  on  the 
march  who  had  crossed  over  into  German  territory 
for  a  distance  of  about  iyo  metres.  The  anti-aircraft 
detachment  thereupon  opened  fire,  and  the  Polish 
troops  withdrew. 


3.  Report  oft  the  Head  Customs-House  at  Beuthen. 

Towards  i  a.  m.  several  shots  were  fired  from  a 
Polish  machine  gun.  The  shots  fell  close  to  a  machine 
gun  detachment  of  the  frontier  guard  stationed  at  the 
slag  heap  near  the  sports  ground  of  the  Borsigwerk. 

4.  Report  of  the  State  Police-Station  at  Elbing. 

Towards  1.45  a.  m.  the  field  guard  at  Alt-Eiche, 
district  of  Rosenberg,  West  Prussia,  was  attacked  by 
Polish  regulars.  The  Poles  first  attacked  a  group 
posted  at  the  frontier  crossing  who  thereupon  retired 
as  far  as  the  railway  station  of  Alt-Eiche.  At  that 
moment  about  10  Polish  soldiers  came  from  another 
direction  and  began  to  rush  at  them.  The  German 
detachment  thereupon  moved  into  position  and  opened 
fire.  The  Poles,  who  deployed,  fired  also.  Lance-Cor¬ 
poral  Grutzinski  of  Hansdorf  fell  fatally  wounded, 
and  another  German  soldier  was  wounded  in  the 
shoulder.  The  Polish  soldiers  then  withdrew  to  Polish 
territory. 

j.  Report  of  the  Head  Customs-House  at  Gleiwicz. 

Towards  10.45  p.  m.  the  German  customs  officials 
Fleische  and  Quenzel,  stationed  at  the  barrier  near 
the  Customs-House  at  Neuberstein,  were  fared  on  from 
the  Polish  side  with  a  machine  gun  and  rifles.  The 
Poles  only  ceased  fire  after  an  encounter  with  German 
frontier  guards  lasting  20  minutes. 

29  August 

I.  Report  of  the  State  Police-Station  at  Elbing. 

In  the  early  hours  Polish  soldiers  crossed  over  into 
German  territory  near  the  saw-mills  at  Alt-Eiche;  they 
were  driven  back  by  the  German  frontier  guard. 
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2.  Report  of  the  State  Police-Station  at  Koslin. 

In  the  early  morning  soldiers  of  the  Polish  frontier 
guard  made  an  armed  attack  on  the  German  customs¬ 
house  near  the  railway  station  of  Sonnenwalde.  While 
resisting  them,  a  Germain  District  Customs  Com¬ 
missioner  and  a  German  frontier  employee  were 
wounded. 

3.  Report  of  the  State  Police-Station  at  Breslau. 

About  1.40  p.  m.  the  customs  assistant  Dippe  was 
fired  on  with  a  rifle  by  a  Polish  frontier  sentry  in 
a  little  wood  near  Neu-Vorberg  close  to  the  road  from 
Lesten  to  Tharlang. 

4.  Report  of  the  Customs-House  at  Beuthen. 

Towards  9.45  p.  m.  shots  falling  on  German  terri¬ 
tory  were  fired  repeatedly  by  Polish  soldiers  in  the 
vicinity  of  Customs-House  3  at  Beuthen.  First,  20 
to  30  pistol  shots  were  fired  across  the  road  passing 
the  Customs-House  in  the  direction  of  the  pit  yard 
of  the  Beuthen  mine,  and  fell  about  ten  metres  in 
front  of  the  third  group  of  a  detachment  of  the  8th 
Frontier  Guard  Company.  There  followed  10  to  ij 
rifle  shots,  and  immediately  afterwards  a  further  four 
or  five  shots  from  an  automatic  pistol.  The  German 
side  did  not  reply  to  the  fire. 

5.  Report  of  the  Head  Customs-House  at  Gleiwitz. 

Towards  ii.jo  p.  m.  a  Polish  formation  opened 
violent  fire  upon  German  customs  officials  and  frontier 
guards  on  German  soil  near  the  Customs-House  at 
Neubersteich.  Two  light  machine-guns  which  had  been 
placed  in  position  on  German  territory  were  unmistak¬ 
ably  ascertained,  also  a  heavy  machine-gun.  After 
a  fight  lasting  for  some  time  the  Poles  ceased  fire 
at  1. 15  a.  m. 
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jo  August 

1.  Report  of  the  State  Police-Station  at  Elbing. 

Towards  12.30  a.  m.  the  Customs-House  building 
at  Neukrug,  district  of  Rosenberg,  West  Prussia,  was 
attacked  from  the  woods  by  Polish  -regulars.  The 
Poles  obviously  intended  to  attack  the  men  stationed 
there  from  the  rear.  Behind,  a  garage  not  very  far 
away  they  had  placed  a  light  machine-gun  in  position. 
When  the  Poles  were  shot  at  by  the  German  field 
guard  from  a  room  in  the  upper  storey  of  the  Customs- 
House  building,  the  Polish  machine-gun  position  was 
moved  into  dense  undergrowth,  which  again  was 
immediately  taken  under  fire.  The  fight  lasted  until 
about  j  a.  m.  A  member  of  the  German  field  guard 
was  fatally  wounded.  The  Customs-House  building 
had  several  window-panes  smashed  and  the  telephone 
wiring  destroyed. 

2.  Report  of  the  State  Police-Station  of  Elbing. 

Towards  12.45  a-  m-  near  the  saw-mills  at  Alt- 
Eiche,  the  German  frontier  guard  sighted  there  to  four 
Polish  soldiers  at  they  tried  to  creep  up  to  the  mill. 
They  were  driven  back  by  the  frontier  guard. 

3.  Report  of  the  State  Police-Station  at  Breslau. 

Towards  7  a.  m.  farmer  Ferdinand  Braun  of  Golgas, 
district  of  Militsch,  was  working  in  the  field  on  the 
German  territory  about  100  metres  from  Frontier 
Stone  233.  He  was  suddenly  fired  dn  by  a  Polish 
soldier  with  a  pistol,  but  remained  unhurt. 

4.  Report  of  the  President  of  the  Provincial  Revenue 
Office  at  Troppau. 

At  3.5  a.  m.  an  aeroplane — apparently  German 
reconnaissance  aircraft — flying  over  German  territory 


was  shot  at  from  Polish  territory  by  anti-aircraft 
artillery  firing  from  the  direction  of  Oderberg  and 
Wurbitz.  Shrapnel  pieces  were  found  and  kept  as 
-  evidence. 

31  August 

1.  Report  of  the  State  Police-Station  at  Elbing. 

Towards  1  a.  m.  the  Customs  building  at  Neukrug 
was  attacked  by  about  25  Polish  soldiers  armed  with 
a  light  machine-gun.  They  tried  to  surround  the 
customs  building.  The  attack  was  beaten  back. 

2.  Report  of  the  Head  Customs-House  at  Gleiwitz. 

Towards  2  a.m.  an  attack  was  made  by  Poles  on 
the  German  frontier  guard  on  duty  at  the  Customs- 
House  at  Neubersteich.  An  attack  of  the  Poles  on  the 
Customs-House  was  prevented  by  German  fire. 

3.  Report  of  the  District  Customs  Commissioner  at 
Deutsch-Eylau. 

Towards  3  a.  m.  near  Scharschau  on  German  terri¬ 
tory  an  attack  was  made  by  Polish  troops  on  a  patrol 
of  the  German  frontier  guard.  When  reinforcements 
arrived  and  the  fire  was  answered,  the  Poles  withdrew. 

4.  Report  of  the  Chief  Constable  at  Gleiwitz. 

Towards  8  p.  m.  the  German  Broadcasting  Station 
at  Gleiwitz  was  attacked  by  a  troop  of  Polish  Insur¬ 
gents  and  temporarily  occupied.  The  Insurgents  were 
driven  off  by  German  frontier  police  officers.  One  of 
the  Insurgents  was  fatally  injured. 

j.  Report  of  the  President  of  the  Provincial  Revenue 
Office  at  Troppau. 

In  the  night  of  31  August  the  Customs-House  at 
Hoflinden  was  attacked  by  Polish  insurgents  and 
temporarily  occupied.  By  a  counter  attack  on  the  part 
of  an  S.  S.  formation  the  insurgents  were  driven  off. 
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6.  Report  of  the  State  Police-Station  at  Elbing. 

About  12.30  a.  m.  the  customs  building  at  Neukrug 
was  attacked  by  30  Polish  soldiers  armed  with  machine- 
guns  and  rifles.  The  attack  was  repulsed  by  the  German 
field  guard. 

7.  Report  of  the  State  Police-Station  at  Liegnitz. 

In  the  night  of  3 1  August  a  German  customs  official 
near  Pfalzdorf,  district  of  Griinberg,  at  a  distance  of 
about  75  metres  from  the  Polish  frontier,  was  fatally 
injured  by  Polish  troops. 

8.  Report  of  the  State  Police-Station  at  Liegnitz. 

In  the  night  of  31  August  near  Rohrsdorf  in  the 
district  of  Fraustadt,  a  German  customs  official  while 
on  duty  was  shot  dead  by  Polish  troops,  another  was 
seriously  injured. 

9.  Report  of  the  State  Police-Station  at  Liegnitz. 

In  the  night  of  31  August,  without  any  provocation, 
the  Poles  made  an  armed  attack  on  the  German 
Customs-House  at  Pfalzdorf  in  the  district  of  Griinberg. 

10.  Report  of  the  State  Police-Station  at  Liegnitz. 

In  the  night  of  31  August  German  Customs-House 
at  Geyersdorf  was  temporarily  occupied  by  Polish 
insurgents,  who  caused  considerable  damage. 

ix.  Report  of  the  State  Police-Station  at  Briinn. 

In  the  night  of  31  August  the  Polish  frontier  guard 
attacked  the  German  customs  building  at  Hruschau 
with  a  machine-gun.  The  German  side  replied  to  the 
fire.  The  Poles  took  to  flight.  Schliep 

Thus  every  possibility  of  reaching  a  peaceful  settlement  of 
the  German-Polish  crisis  was  exhausted.  Poland  had,  as  the 
foregoing  documents  prove,  already  resorted  to  force,  thereby 
creating  a  situation  which  compelled  the  Reich  Government  to 
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resist  force  by  means  of  force.  The  provocative  attitude  of 
Poland,  which,  during  the  last  few  days  of  the  crisis,  had 
exceeded  every  tolerable  limit  and  madp  an  amicable  settle¬ 
ment  impossible,  rendered  further  delay  inadvisable.  On  the 
morning  of  i  September,  the  German  Armed  forces  received 
orders  to  meet  the  continuous  Polish  attacks  on  German  terri¬ 
tory  by  counter-attacks.  In  his  speech  to  the  Reichstag  on  the 
morning  of  i  September,  the  Fuehrer  finally  expounded  the 
German  point  of  view  and  thereby  justified  Germany’ s  action 
in  the  eyes  of  the  world. 


No.  91  (471) 

Speech  by  the  Fuehrer  to  the  Reichstag,  1  September  iyjp 

( Translation ) 

Members  of  the  German  Reichstag, 

For  months  we  have  been  tormented  by  a  problem  once  set 
us  by  the  dictated  Treaty  of  Versailles,  which  has  now  assumed 
such  a  character  as  to  become  utterly  intolerable.  Danzig 
was  and  is  a  German  city.  The  Corridor  was  and  is  German. 
All  these  districts  owe  their  cultural  development  exclusively 
to  the  German  people,  without  whom  absolute  barbarism 
would  prevail  in  these  eastern  tracts  of  country.  Danzig  was 
separated  from  us.  The  Corridor  was  annexed  by  Poland. 
The  German  minorities  living  there  were  ill-treated  in  the 
most  appalling  manner.  More  than  a  million  persons  with 
German  blood  in  their  veins  were  compelled  to  leave  their 
homes  as  early  as  19 19/1920.  Here,  as  always,  I  have  attempted 
to  change  this  intolerable  state  of  affairs  by  means  of  peaceful 
proposals  for  a  revision.  It  is  a  lie  when  the  world  alleges 
that  we  always  used  pressure  in  attempting  to  carry  out  any 
revision.  There  was  ample 'opportunity  for  fifteen  years  before 
National  Socialism  assumed  power  to  carry  through  revisions 
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by  means^of  a  peaceful  understanding.  This  was  not  done. 
I  toyself  then  took  the  initiative  in  every  single  case,  not  only 
once,  but  many  times,  to  bring  forward  proposals  for  the 
revision  of  absolutely  intolerable  conditions. 

As  you  know,  all  these  proposals  were  rejected.  I  need  not 
enumerate  them  in  detail:  proposals  for  a  limitation  of  arma¬ 
ments,  if  necessary  even  for  the  abolition  of  armaments,  pro¬ 
posals  for  restrictions  on  methods  of  warfare,  proposals  for 
eliminating  methods  of  modem  warfare,  which,  in  my  opinion, 
are  scarcely  compatible  with  International  Law.  You  know 
the  proposals  which  I  made  as  to  the  necessity  of  restoring 
German  sovereign  rights  in  certain  territories  of  the  Reich, 
those  countless  attempts  I  made  to  bring  about  a  peaceful 
solution  of  the  Austrian  problem  and,  later  on,  of  the  Sudeten- 
land,  Bohemia  and  Moravia.  It  was  all  in  vain.  One  thing, 
however,  is  impossible:  to  demand  that  a  peaceful  revision 
should  be  made  of  an  intolerable  state  of  affairs — and  then 
obstinately  refuse  such  a  peaceful  revision.  It  is  equally  im¬ 
possible  to  assert  that  in  such  a  situation  to  act  on  one’s  own 
initiative  in  making  a  revision  is  to  violate  a  law.  For  us 
Germans  the  dictated  Treaty  of  Versailles  is  not  a  law.  It 
will  not  do  to  blackmail  a  person  at  the  point  of  a  pistol  with 
the  threat  of  starvation  for  millions  of  people  into  signing  a 
document  and  afterwards  proclaim  that  this  document  with 
its  forced  signature  was  a  solemn  law. 

In  the  case  of  Danzig  and  the  Corridor  I  have  again  tried 
to  solve  the  problems  by  means  of  peaceful  proposals  suggest¬ 
ing  a  discussion.  One  thing  was  obvious:  they  had  to  be  solved. 
That  the  date  of  this  solution  may  perhaps  be  of  little  interest 
to  the  Western  Powers  is  conceivable.  But  this  date  is  not  a 
matter  of  indifference  to  us.  First  and  foremost,  however,  it 


was  not  and  could  not  be  a  matter  of  indifference  to  the 
suffering  victims.  In  conversations  with  Polish  statesmen,  I 
have  discussed  the  ideas  which  you  have  heard  me  express 
here  in  my  last  speech  to  the  Reichstag.  No  one  can  maintain 
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that  this  was  an  unjust  procedure  or  even  unreasonable  pressure. 

I  then  had  the  German  proposals  clearly  formulated  aqd  I 
feel  bound  to  repeat  once  more  that  nothing  could  be  fairer  or 
more  modest  than  those  proposals  submitted  by  me.  And  I 
now  wish  to  declare  to  the  whole  world  that  I,  and  I  alone, 
was  in  a  position  to  make  such  proposals.  For  I  know  quite 
definitely  that  I  was  thereby  acting  contrary  to  the  opinion 
of  millions  of  Germans. 

Those  proposals  were  rejected.  But  more  than  that,  they 
were  replied  to  by  mobilization,  by  increased  terrorism,  by 
intensified  pressure  on  the  German  minorities  in  those  areas 
and  by  a  gradual  economic  and  political  strangulation  of  the 
Free  City  of  Danzig,  which  during  the  past  few  weeks  found 
its  expression  in  military  measures  and  traffic  restrictions. 
Poland  virtually  began  a  war  against  the  Free  City  of  Danzig. 
Furthermore  she  was  not  prepared  to  settle  the  problem  of  the 
Corridor  in  a  fair  manner  satisfying  the  interests  of  both 
parties.  And  lastly,  Poland  has  never  thought  of  fulfilling  her 
obligations  with  regard  to  the  minorities.  In  this  connection  I 
feel  it  necessary  to  state  that  Germany  has  fulfilled  her 
obligations  in  this  respect.  Minorities  domiciled  in  Germany 
are  not  subject  to  persecution.  Let  any  Frenchman  get  up  and 
declare  that  French  citizens  living  in  the  Saar  territory  are 
oppressed,  ill-treated  or  deprived  of  their  rights.  No  one  can 
make  such  an  assertion. 

For  four  months  I  have  watched  these  developments  without 
taking  action  but  not  without  issuing  repeated  warnings, 
Recently  I  have  made  these  warnings  more  and  more  emphatic. 
Over  three  weeks  ago  the  Polish  Ambassador  was,  at  my 
request,  informed  that  if  Poland  persisted  in  sending  further 
notes  in  the  nature  of  an  ultimatum  to  Danzig  and  in  further 
oppressing  the  German  minorities,  or  if  attempts  were  made 
to  bring  about  the  economic  ruin  of  Danzig  by  means  of 
customs  restrictions,  Germany  would  no  longer  stand  aside  and 
remain  inactive.  I  have  left  no  room  for  doubt  that  in  this 
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respecy  /ie  Germany  of  to-day  is  not  to  be  confused  with 
post-wa.  'Germany. 

Attempts  have  been  made  to  justify  the  action  against  the 
German  minorities  by  declaring  that  they  had  given  provo¬ 
cation.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  what  “provocation”  those 
women  and  children  are  supposed  to  have  given  who  have 
been  ill-treated  and  deported,  or  what  was  the  nature  of  the 
provocation  given  by  all  those  who  were  tortured  in  the  most 
inhuman  and  sadistic  way  before  they  were  finally  put  to 
death.  One  thing  I  know  however:  there  is  not  one  single 
Great  Power  possessed  of  a  feeling  of  honour,  which  would 
countenance  such  conditions  for  any  length  of  time. 

In  spite  of  all  I  have  made  one  last  attempt.  Although 
possessed  of  the  innermost  conviction  that  the  Polish  Govern¬ 
ment — perhaps  also  owing  to  their  dependence  on  a  now 
unchained  wild  soldiery — are  not  in  earnest  as  regards  a  real 
understanding,  I  nevertheless  accepted  a  proposal  of  mediation 
submitted  by  the  British  Government.  The  latter  proposed 
not  to  carry  on  any  negotiations  themselves,  they  assured  me 
however  of  their  establishing  a  direct  connection  between 
Poland  and  Germany  for  the  purpose  of  thus  once  more 
facilitating  direct  discussions. 

I  must  here  state  the  following:  I  accepted  that  proposal. 
For  these  discussions  I  had  drawn  up  the  fundamentals  which 
are  known  to  you.  And  then  I  and  my  Government  sat 
expectantly  for  two  whole  days  in  order  to  find  out  whether 
the  Polish  Government  saw  fit  finally  to  dispatch  an  authorized 
representative  or  not.  Up  to  last  night  the  Polish  Government 
did  not  dispatch  an  authorized  representative,  but  informed 
us  by  their  Ambassador  that  at  present  they  were  considering 
the  question  whether  and  to  what  extent  they  might  be  able 
to  accept  the  British  proposals;  of  the  result  they  would 
inform  Britain. 

Members  of  the  Reichstag,  if  such  treatment  could  be  meted 
out  to  the  German  Reich  and  its  Head,  and  if  the  German 
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Reich  and  its  Head  were  to  submit  to  such  treatment,  the 
German  nation  would  not  deserve  a  better  fate  than  to  vanish 
from  the  political  arena.  My  love  of  peace  and  my  endless 
patience  must  not  be  mistaken  for  weakness,  much  less  for 
cowardice.  Last  night  I  informed  the  British  Government  that 
things  being  as  they  are,  I  have  found  it  impossible  to  detect 
any  inclination  on  the  part  of  the  Polish  Government  to  enter 
into  a  really  serious  discussion  with  us. 

These  proposals  of  mediation  are'  thus  wrecked,  for  in  the 
meantime  the  answer  to  these  offers  of  mediation  had  been, 
first,  the  order  for  Polish  general  mobilization,  and,  secondly, 
serious  additional  outrages.  Repetitions  of  the  latter  incidents 
occurred  last  night.  Only  recently  during  one  single  night 
21  frontier  incidents  occurred,  last  night  there  were  14,  three 
of  them  of  a  most  serious  character. 

For  that  reason,  I  have  now  decided  to  address  Poland  in 
exactly  the  same  language  as  Poland  has  been  applying  to  us 
for  months. 

If  there  are  statesmen  in  the  West  who  declare  that  their 
interests  are  involved,  I  can  only  regret  the  fact.  Their 
opinion,  however,  cannot  for  one  single  minute  persuade  me 
to  deviate  from  the  execution  of  my  duties.  I  have  solemnly 
declared  and  repeat  once  more  that  we  have  no  claims  at 
all  on  these  Western  States,  and  shall  never  demand  anything 
from  them.  I  have  declared  that  the  frontier  between  Ger¬ 
many  and  France  is  final.  I  have  repeatedly  offered  Britain 
our  friendship,  and  if  necessary  closest  co-operation.  Love, 
however,  is  not  a  one-sided  affair,  but  must  be  responded  to 
by  the  other  side.  Germany  has  no  interests  in  the  West,  our 
fortifications  in  the  West  (Westwall)  are  for  all  times  to 
become  the  frontier  of  the  Reich.  We  have  no  other  aims 
in  the  future,  and  this  attitude  of  the  Reich  will  remain 
unchanged. 

Some  of  the  other  European  states  understand  our  attitude. 
First  of  all  I  would  thank  Italy  for  having  supported  us 
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all  this  time.  You  will  also  understand  that  we  do  not  want 
to  make  an  appeal  for  any  foreign  help  in  this  struggle. 
This  task  of  ours  we  shall  solve  ourselves. 

The  neutral  states  have  assured  us  of  their  neutrality 
exactly  as  we  previously  guaranteed  their  neutrality.  This 
assurance  we  consider  a  sacred  obligation,  and  as  long  as 
nobody  infringes  upon  their  neutrality,  we  too  shall  pains¬ 
takingly  observe  it.  Because,  what  could  we  expect  or  desire 
from  them? 

I  feel  very  much  gratified  at  being  able  to  inform  you 
here  of  an  event  of  special  importance.  You  are  aware 
that  Russia  and  Germany  are  governed  by  two  different 
doctrines.  There  was  only  one  single  question  to  be  cleared: 
Germany  has  no  intention  of  exporting  her  doctrine,  and 
as  long  as  Soviet  Russia  does  not  intend  to  export  her  own 
doctrine  to  Germany,  I  no  longer  see  any  reason  why  we 
should  ever  be  opponents  again.  Both  of  us  are  agreed  on 
this  one  point:  any  struggle  between  us  would  only  result  in 
the  benefit  of  others.  We  have  therefore  resolved  to  enter 
into  an  agreement  which  will  exclude  any  application  of 
force  between  us  in  the  future,  which  imposes  on  us  an 
obligation  to  consult  with  each  other  in  certain  European 
questions,  which  facilitates  economic  collaboration  and  above 
all  warrants  that  the  energies  of  our  two  great  states  are 
not  consumed  by  mutual  enmity.  ' 

Any  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  Western  States  to  alter 
these  facts  will  prove  futile,  and  in  that  connection  I  should 
like  to  state  one  thing:  this  political  decision  signifies  an 
enormous  change  in  future  developments  and  is  absolutely 
final! 

I  believe  that  the  whole  German  people  will  welcome  this 
political  attitude.  In  the  Great  War,  Russia  and  Germany 
fought  against  each  other  and  were  both  of  them  ultimate 
sufferers.  That  shall  and  will  never  happen  again!  Yester¬ 
day,  the  Non-aggression  and  Consultation  Pact,- which  came 
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into  force  the  day  it  was  signed,  was  ratified  in  Moscow 
and  in  Berlin. 

In  Moscow  the  Pact  was  acclaimed  just  as  you  have  ac¬ 
claimed  it  here.  I  approve  of  every  word  in  the  speech  made  by 
M.  Molotow,  the  Russian  Commissar  for  Foreign  Affairs. 

Our  aims:  I  am  determined  to  solve, 
firstly,  the  Danzig  question, 
secondly,  the  Corridor  question, 
thirdly,  to  see  to  it  that  a  change  takes  place  in 
Germany’s  relations  to  Poland,  which  will  ensure 
a  peaceful  co-existence  of  the  two  States.  • 

I  am  determined  to  fight  either  until  the  present  Polish 
Government  are  disposed  to  effect  this  change  or  until  another 
Polish  Government  are  prepared  to  do  so. 

I  am  determined  to  eliminate  from  the  German  frontiers 
the  element  of  insecurity,  the  atmosphere  which  permanently 
resembles  that  of  civil  war.  I  shall  see  to  it  that  on  the 
eastern  frontier  the  same'  peaceful  conditions  prevail  as  on 
our  other  frontiers. 

All  actions  in  fulfilment  of  this  aim  will  be  carried  out 
in  such  a  way  as  not  to  contradict  the  proposals  which 
I  made  known  to  you  here,  Members  of  -the  Reichstag,  as 
my  proposals  to  the  rest  of  the  world. 

That  is,  I  will  not  wage  war  against  women  and  children! 
I  have  instructed  my  Air  Force  to  limit  their  attacks  to 
military  objectives.  But  should  the  enemy  think  this  gives 
him  carte  blanche  to  fight  in  the  opposite  way,  then  he 
will  get  an  answer  which  will  drive  him  out  of  his  senses! 

In  the  night  Polish  soldiers  of  the  regular  Army  fired  the 
first  shots  in  our  own  territory.  Since  5.45  a.  m.  we  have 
been  returning  their  fire.  And  from  now  onwards  every 
bomb  will  be  answered  by  another  bomb.  Whoever  fights 
with  poison  gas  will  be  fought  with  poison  gas.  Whoever 
disregards  the  rules  of  human  warfare  can  but  expect  us 
to  do  the  same. 
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I  will  carry  on  this  fight,  no  matter  against  whom,  until 
such  time  as  the  safety  of  the  Reich  and  its  rights  are 
secured! 

For  more  than  six  years  now  I  have  been  engaged  on 
building  up  the  German  armed  forces.  During  this  period 
more  than  90  milliard  Reichsmark  have  been  expended  in 
creating  our  armed  forces.  To-day,  they  are  the  best 
equipped  in  the  world  and  are  far  superior  to  those  of  1914. 
My  confidence  in  them  can  never  be  shaken. 

In  calling  up  these  forces,  and  in  expecting  the  German 
people  to  make  sacrifices,  if  necessary  unlimited  sacrifices, 
I  have  only  done  what  I  have  a  right  to  do;  for  I  myself 
am  just  as  ready  to-day  as  I  was  in  the  past  to  make  every 
personal  sacrifice.  There  is  nothing  I  demand  of  any  German 
which  I  myself  was  not  prepared  to  do  at  any  moment  for 
more  than  four  years.  There  shall  not  be  any  deprivations 
for  Germans  in  which  I  myself  shall  not  immediately  share. 
From  this  moment  my  whole  life  shall  belong  more  than 
ever  to  my  people.  I  now  want  to  be  nothing  but  the  first 
soldier  of  the  German  Reich. 

Therefore,  I  have  once  again  put  on  that  ,  uniform  which 
was  always  so  sacred  and  dear  to  me.  I  shall  not  lay  it 
aside  until  after  the  victory — or  I  shall  not  live  to  see  the 
end. 

Should  anything  happen  to  me  in  this  war,  my  first 
successor  shall  be  Party  Member  Goring.  Should  anything 
happen  to  Party  Member  Goring,  his  successor  shall  be 
Party  Member  Hess.  To  these  men  as  your  leaders  you  would 
then  owe  the  same  absolute  loyalty  and  obedience  as  you 
owe  me.  In  the  event  that  something  fatal  should  happen 
to  Party  Member  Hess,  I  am  about  to  make  legal  provisions 
for  the  convocation  of  a  Senate  appointed  by  me,  who  shall 
then  elect  the  worthiest,  that  is  to  say  the  most  valiant 
among  themselves. 

As  a  National  Socialist  and  a  German  soldier  I  enter  upon 
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this  fight  with  a  stout  heart!  My  whole  life  was  but  one  conti- 
nus  struggle  for  my  people,  for  its  rebirth,  for  Germany, 
and  that  whole  struggle  was  inspired  by  one  single  con¬ 
viction:  Faith  in  my  people! 

One  word  I  have  never  known:  Capitulation.  If,  however, 
there  should  be  any  one  who  thinks  that  we  are  on  the 
verge  of  hard  times,  I  would  urge  him  to  consider  the  fact 
that  at  one  time  a  Prussian  king,  ruling  over  a  ridiculously 
small  state,  confronted  one  of  the  greatest  coalitions  ever 
known  and  came  forth  victorious  after  three  campaigns 
simply  because  he  was  possessed  of  that  undaunted  spirit 
and  firm  faith  which  are  required  of  us  in  these  times. 

As  for  the  rest  of  the  world,  I  can  only  assure  them  that 
November  1918  shall  never  occur  again  in  German  history. 

I  ask  of  every  German  what  I  myself  am  prepared  to 
do  at  any  moment:  to  be  ready  to  lay  down  his  life  for  his 
people  and  for  his  country. 

If  any  one  thinks  that  he  can  evade  this  national  duty 
directly  or  indirectly,  he  will  perish.  We  will  have  nothing 
to  dd  with  traitors.  We  are  only  acting  in  accordance 
with  our  old  principle:  Our  own  life  matters  nothing,  all 
that  matters  is  that  our  people,  that  Germany  shall  live. 

I  expect  of  you,  as  deputies  of  the  Reich,  that  you  will 
do  your  duty  in  whatever  position  you  are  called  upon 
to  fill.  You  must  bear  the  standard  of  resistence,  cost  what 
it  may.  Let  no  one  report  to  me  at  any  time  that  his 
province,  his  district,  his  group  or  his  cell  are  losing  heart. 
It  is  you  who  are  responsible  for  public  feeling.  I  am 
responsible  for  public  feeling  throughout  Germany  and  you 
are  responsible  for  public  feeling  in  your  provinces  and 
districts.  No  one  has  the  right  to  shelve  this  responsibility. 
The  sacrifice  that  is  demanded  of  us  is  not  greater  than 
the  sacrifice  which  has  been  made  by  many  generations  in 
the  past.  -All  those  men  who  before  us  have  trodden  the 


hardest  and  most  difficult  path  for- Germany’s  sake  did 
nothing  less  than  we  are  called  upon  to  do,  the  sacrifice 
they  made  was  no  less  costly,  no  less  painful,  and  there¬ 
fore  no  easier  than  the  sacrifice  that  may  be  demanded 
of  us. 

Every  German  woman,  too,  I  expect  to  take  her  place 
with  unflinching  discipline  in  this  great  fighting  community. 

German  Youth,  needless  to  say,  will  fulfill  heart  and 
soul  what  is  expected  and  demanded  of  them  by  the  nation 
and  by  the  National-Socialist  State. 

If  we  form  this  community,  fused  together,  ready  for 
everything,  determined  never  to  capitulate,  our  firm  resolve 
will  master  every  emergency. 

I  conclude  with  the  words  with  which  I  once  started  my 
fight  for  power  in  the  Reich.  At  that  time  I  said:  “If 
our  will  is  so  strong  that  no  emergency  can  break  it,  then 
our  will  and  our  good  German  sword  will  master  and 
subjugate  even  need  and  distress.” 

Germany — Sieg  Heil! 

Even  after  the  cannon -  had  begun  their  thunder,  Germany 
hoped  and  endeavoured  to  localize  the  conflict  and  prevent 
other  countries  from  becoming  involved  in  a  general  war. 
The  decision  lay  with  the  Western  Powers — would  they  burden 
themselves  with  the  responsibility  of  unconditionally  fulfilling 
the  obligations  undertaken  on  behalf  of  an  arrogant  Poland 
and  thus  allow  the  German-Polish  conflict  to  assume  the 
proportions  of  a  European  war?  That  Great  Britain  was 
determined  to  do  so,  is  finally  proved  by  the  Note  which  Sir 
Nevile  Henderson  handed  to  the  German  Foreign  Office  at 
p  p.  m.  on  i  September.  In  this  Note  the  British  Govern¬ 
ment  demanded  the  suspension  of  “all  aggressive  action  against 
Poland ”  as  well  as  assurances  that  the  Reich  Government  were 
“prepared  promptly  to  withdraw  their  forces  from  Polish 
territory ”,  otherwise  Great  Britain  would  “without  hesitation 


fulfil  her  obligations  to  Poland ”,  that  is  to  say ,  make  war  on 
Germany.  An  hour  later,  the  French  Ambassador  presented  a 
Note  cbuched  in  identical  terms. 


No.  92  (472) 

Conversation  of  the  Reich  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  with  . 
the  British  Ambassador,  1  September  1939,  9  p.  m. 

Memo  by  Dr.  Schmidt,  Minister  Plenipotentiary 

( Translation  in  part) 

On  behalf  of  his  Government  Sir  Nevile  Henderson  handed 
over  the  -following  Note,  to  which  he  alSo  added  an  unofficial 
written  translation  in  German: 

Berlin,  1  September  1939 

Your  Excellency, 

On  the  instructions  of  His  Majesty’s  Principal  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs  I  have  the  honour  to  make  the 
following  communication. 

Early  this  morning  the  German  Chancellor  issued  a  procla¬ 
mation  to  the  German  Army  which  indicated  clearly  that  he 
was  about  to  attack  Poland. 

Information  which  has  reached  His  Majesty’s  Government 
in  the  United  Kingdom  and  the  French  Government  indicates 
that  German  troops  have  crossed  the  Polish  frontier  and  that 
attacks  on  Polish  towns  are  proceeding. 

In  these  circumstances  it  appears  to  the  Governments  of  the 
United  Kingdom  and  France  that  by  their  action  the  German 
Government  have  created  conditions  (viz.  an  aggressive  act 
of  force  against  Poland  threatening  the  independence  of 
Poland)  which  calls  for  the  implementation  by  the  Govern¬ 
ments  of  the  United  Kingdom  and  France  of  the  undertaking 
to  Poland  to  come  to  her  assistance. 
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I  am  accordingly  to  inform  Your  Excellency  that,  unless  the 
German  Government  are  prepared  to  give  His  Majesty’s 
Government  satisfactory  assurances  that  the  German  Govern¬ 
ment  have  suspended  all  aggressive  action  against  Poland  and 
are  prepared  promptly  to  withdraw  their  forces  from  Polish 
territory,  His  Majesty’s  Government  in  the  United  Kingdom 
will  without  hesitation  fulfil  their  obligations  to  Poland. 

1  avail  myself  etc. 

Nevile  Henderson 

The  Reich  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  replied  that  no 
German  act  of  aggression  had  taken  place  but  that  for  months 
Poland  had  provoked  Germany.  It  was  not  Germany  that 
had  mobilized  against  Poland,  but  Poland  against  Germany. 
In  addition  to  that,  on  the  previous  day  regular  and  irregular 
Polish  units  had  invaded  German  territory. 

He  would  submit  the  Note  handed  to  him  by  the  British 
Ambassador  to  the  Fuehrer  and  then  reply  at  once.  The  Reich 
Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  added  that  if  the  British  Govern¬ 
ment  had  been  as  active  in  Poland  as  they  now  apparently 
intended  to  be  in  Germany,  a  settlement  with  Poland  would 
have  been  reached  long  ago. 

Sir  Nevile  Henderson  replied  that  be  would .  communicate 
these  remarks  to  his  Government  and  asked  that  the  Fuehrer 
might  be  informed  of  the  contents  of  the  Note.  He  asked  for 
as  speedy  an  answer  as  possible. 

The  Reich  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  replied  there  had 
really  been  no  reason  to  notify  the  British  Government  of  the 
German  proposals,  as  these  proposals  had  become  null  and 
void  by  the  non-appearance  of  the  Polish  negotiator.  In  spite 
of  this  he  (the  Reich  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs)  had  read 
these  proposals  to  Sir  Nevile  Henderson  in  the  secret  hope 
that  Britain  might  still  bring  Poland  to  see  reason.  The 
Fuehrer  had  waited  another  whole  day  in  vain — Poland  had 
only  replied  by  new  and  grave  provocations. 
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Sir  Nevile  Henderson  replied  that  he  greatly  deplored  that 
the  Reich  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs,  in  the  course  of  his 
last  conversation,  had  refused  to  hand  over  a  copy  of  the 
proposals  to  him  (Henderson).  It  was  comprehensible  that  he 
had  not  understood  most  of  it  as  the  German  text  of  this 
rather  long  and  complicated  document  had  been  read  so 
quickly. 

The  Reich  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  drew  attention  to 
the  fact  that  he  had  read  the  documents  slowly  and  distinctly 
and  that  he  had  even  given  oral  explanations  on  the  main 
points  (Danzig,  plebiscite  in  the  Corridor,  protection  of 
minorities).  He  had  not  been  authorized  to  hand  over  the 
document  to  him,  and  had  therefore  read  it  hoping  that  on 
the  next  day  at  least  Poland  would  agree  to  it.  The  Fuehrer 
had  waited  another  whole  day  and  had  finally  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  Britain  did  not  wish  to  do  anything  further. 

When  Sir  Nevile  Henderson  once  more  expressed  his  regret 
that  the  proposals  had  not  been  handed  over  to  him  in  spite 
of  his  request,  the  Reich  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  repeated 
that  he  had  read  the  document  slowly  and  had  explained 
several  points  so  that  he  was  justified  in  believing  that  Sir 
Nevile  Henderson  had  understood  everything. 

Schmidt 

At  this  juncture,  Signor  Mussolini  made  a  last  effort  to 
mediate  by  proposing  an  armistice  and  the  calling  of  a  con¬ 
ference  within  two  or  three  days. 
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No.  93  (474) 

Communication  handed  to  the  German  Foreign  Office  by  the 

Italian  Ambassador  on  the  morning  of  2  September  1939 

(Translation) 

For  your  information  Italy  communicates  to  you,  naturally 
leaving  every  decision  to  the  Fuehrer,  that  she  is  still  in  a 
position  to  obtain  the  consent  of  France,  England  and  Poland 
t<x  a  conference  on  the  following  basis: 

1.  An  armistice,  leaving  the  armies  where  they  now  are; 

2.  The  calling  of  a  conference  within  two  or  three  days; 

3.  A  solution  of  the  Polish-German  conflict,  which,  as 
matters  lie  to-day,  would  certainly  be  favourable  to  Germany. 

This  idea,  which  Originated  with  the  Duce,  is  to-day  par¬ 
ticularly  advocated  by  France. 

The  Reich  Government  declared  themselves  ready  to  agree 
to  this  proposal.  The  Italian  Ambassador  was  duly  informed 
of  this  fact  which  was  made  public  in  the  Memorandum  of 
3  September  1939  (No.  97  §  3).  The  French  Government 
likewise  replied  in  the  affirmative,  as  is  known  from  a 
message  issued  by  the  Havas  News  Agency  on  2  September: 


No.  94  (475) 

Information  from  the  Havas  News  Agency,  2  September  1939 

( Translation ) 

The  French  Government  as  well  as  several  other  Govern¬ 
ments  were  informed  yesterday  of  an  Italian  proposal  for  a 
settlement  of  the  European  difficulties.  After  discussing  the 
proposal  the  French  Government  gave  a'  reply  in  the 
affirmative. 


The  above  message  was  afterwards  withdrawn,  under 
pressure,  as  it  transpired,  from  Britain.  Meantime,  Britain  had 
forced  the  French  Government  to  adopt  the  British  attitude, 
i.  e.,  insistence  on  the  withdrawal  of  the  German  troops,  which 
attitude  was  announced  by  Lord  Halifax  in  a  statement  made 
in  the  House  of  Lords  on  the  same  afternoon,  2  September. 


No.  9j  (476) 

Extract  from  a  Statement  made  by  Lord  Halifax,  British 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  in  the  House  of.  Lords 
on  the  afternoon  of  2  September  1939 

....  Up  to  the  present  no  reply  has  been  received  to  the 
warning  message  delivered  to  Germany  last  night. 

It  was  possible  that  delay  had  been  due  to  proposals  put 
forward  by  the  Italian  Government  that  hostilities  should 
cease  and  that  there  would  be  immediately  a  conference 
between  Great  Britain,  France,  Poland,  Germany  and  Italy. 

The  British  Government  would  not  find  it  possible  to  take 
part  in  a  conference  when  Poland  was  being  subjected  to 
invasion  and  her  towns  were  under  bombardment  and  Danzig 
had  been  made  the  subject  of  unilateral  settlement  by  force  . . . 

A  similar  statement  was  made  at  the  same  time  in  the 
House  of  Commons  by  the  Prime  Minister. 

Thus  Signor  Mussolini’s  effort  at  mediation  was  accepted 
by  Germany  and  France  but  frustrated  by  Britain  at  the  very 
moment  when  success  seemed  within  reach.  Instead,  at  9  a.  m. 
on  3  September,  Britain  sent  Germany  an  ultimatum  in  which 
she  repeated  her  dema.nds  for  the  suspension  of  all  aggressive 
action  against  Poland  and  the  withdrawal  of  the  German 
forces  and  declared  that,  in  the  event  of  a  refusal,  a  state  of 
war  would  exist  between  the  two  countries  as  from  the  hour 
of  the  time  limit,  i.  e.,  11  a.  m. 
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No.  96  (4 77) 

Note  handed  to  the  German  Foreign  Office  by  the  British 
Ambassador,  3  September  1939,  9  a.  m. 

3  September  1939 


Your  Excellency, 


In  the  communication  which  I  had  the  honour  to  make  to 
you  on  1st  September  I  informed  you,  on  the  instructions  of 
His  Majesty’s  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
that,  unless  the  German  Government  were  prepared  to  give 
His  Majesty’s  Government  in  the  United  Kingdom  satisfactory 
assurances  that  the  German  Government  had  suspended  all 
aggressive  action  against  Poland  and  were  prepared  promptly 
to  withdraw  their  forces  from  Polish  territory.  His  Majesty’s 
Government  in  the  United  Kingdom  would  without  hesitation 
fulfil  their  obligations  to  Poland. 

Although  this  communication  was  made  more  than  twenty- 
four  hours  ago,  no  reply  has  been  received,  but  German 
attacks  upon  Poland  have  been  continued  and  intensified. 
I  have  accordingly  the  honour  to  inform  you  that,  unless  not 
later  than  xi  a.  m.  British  Summer  Time  to-day  3rd  Sep¬ 
tember  satisfactory  assurances  to  the  above  effect  have  been 
given  by  the  German  Government  and  have  reached  His 
Majesty’s  Government  in  London,  a  state  of  war  will  exist 
between  the  two  countries  as  from  that  hour. 


I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  etc. 

Nevile  Henderson 


At  11.13  a-  m-  on  same  day  Lord  Halifax  informed  the 
German  Charge  d’ Affaires  in  London  that  Britain  regarded  a 
state  of  war  as  existing  between  herself  and  Germany  as  from 
11  a.  m.  on  3  September  1939. 

Natutally,  no  other  course  remained  for  the  Reich  Govern¬ 
ment  but  to  refuse  “to  be  handed,  to  accept  and,  still  less,  to 
comply  with ”  demands  in  the  nature  of  ultimata  made  by  the 


British  Government.  In  a  Memorandum  handed  to  the  British 
Ambassador  by  the  Reich  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  on 
j  September  at  11.30  a.  m.  Germany  refected  these  demands 
and  once  again  set  forth  the  German  point  of  view  and 
Britain’s  responsibility  for  the  outbreak  of  hostilities,  declaring 
that  she  would  “reply  to  any  act  of  aggression  on  the  part  of 
Great  Britain  with  the  same  weapons  and  in  the  same  way.” 


No.  97  (479) 

Memorandum  from  the  Reich  Government,  handed  to  thes 
British  Ambassador  by  the  Reich  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
3  September  1939,  11.30  a.  m. 

( Translation ) 

The  Reich  Government  acknowledges  receipt  of  the  British 
Government’s  ultimatum  of  3  September  1939,  to  which  the 
Reich  Government  has  the  honour  to  reply  as  follows: 

1.  The  Reich  Government  and  the  German  people  refuse 
to  be  handed,  to  accept  and,  still  less,  to  comply  with 
demands  amounting  to  an  ultimatum  made  by  the 
British  Government. 

2.  For  many  months  past  a  state  of  war  has  actually 
prevailed  along  our  eastern  border.  Ever  since  the 
Treaty  of  Versailles  rent  Germany  in  two,  all  sub¬ 
sequent  German  Governments  were  denied  any  peace¬ 
ful  settlement.  Since  1933,  the  National  Socialist 
Government  have  also  tried  again  and  again  by  way 
of  peaceful  negotiations  to  do  away  with  the  worst 
oppression  and  violations  of  law  perpetrated  by  that 
treaty.  Primarily  it  has  been  the  British  Government 
who  by  their  intransigent  attitude  have  frustrated 
any  practical  revision.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  inter¬ 
ference  on  the  part  of  the  British  Government,  a 
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reasonable  solution,  doing  justice  to  both  party, 
would  undoubtedly  have  been  arrived  at  between  Ger¬ 
many  and  Poland,  a  fact  which  the  Reich  Government 
and  the  German  people  are  convinced  of.  For  Ger¬ 
many  had  no  intention  of  destroying  Poland,  nor  did 
she  ever  demand  Poland’s  destruction.  All  that  the 
Reich  demanded  was  the  revision  of  those  articles  in 
the  Treaty  of  Versailles  which  sensible  statesmen  of 
all  nations,  even  at  the  time  when  the  treaty  was 
drawn  up,  termed  unbearable  as  a  permanent  solution — 
unbearable  both  for  a  great  nation  and  for  the  entire 
political  and  economic  interest  of  Eastern  Europe,  and 
therefore  impossible.  Even  British  statesmen  declared 
that  the  terms  which  Germany  was  forced  to  accept 
in  the  East  held  the  seed  of  future  wars.  To  do  away 
with  this  danger  has  been  the  desire  of  every  German 
Government,  and  in  particular  the  aim  of  the  new 
National-Socialist  Government  of  the  German  people. 
The  policy  of  the  British  Cabinet  is  to  blame  for  the 
fact  that  a  peaceful  revision  has  not  been  reached. 
The  British  Government — an  unprecedented  occurrence 
in  history — have  given  Poland  full  power  with  regard 
to  any  action  against  Germany  which  she  might  intend 
to  undertake.  The  British  Government  gave  the  Polish 
Government  the  assurance  of  their  military  support  in 
any  circumstances,  in  the  event  of  Germany* s  commenc¬ 
ing  hostilities  in  reply  to  any  provocation  or  attack. 
Thereupon  Polish  acts  of  terror  against  Germans 
domiciled  in  the  districts  tom  from  Germany  imme¬ 
diately  assumed  intolerable  proportions.  The  treat¬ 
ment  to  which  the  Free  City  of  Danzig  was  subjected 
was  in  contravention  to  all  legal  provisions;  it  was 
first  threatened  with  economic  ruin  and  submitted  to 
customs  restrictions,  and  finally  encircled  by  military 
forces  and  throttled  by  transport  restrictions.  Every 


one  of  these  infringements  of  the  Danzig  Statute  was 
fully  known  to,  and  approved  by,  die  British  Govern¬ 
ment,  and  was  backed  by  the  blank  cheque  given  to 
Poland.  The  German  Government,  although  greatly 
distressed  by  the  sufferings  of  the  German  minority 
subjected  to  atrocities  and  inhuman  treatment  by  the 
Poles,  nevertheless  looked  on  in  patience  for  five 
months  without  once  undertaking  even  the  slightest 
aggressive  action  of  a  similar  nature  against  Poland. 

Germany  merely  warned  Poland  that  these  actions 
would  not  be  tolerated  in  the  long  run  and  that  she 
was  determined,  in  the  event  of  no  other  help  forth¬ 
coming  for  the  population  concerned,  to  take  the 
matter  in  hand  herself.  The  British  Government 
were  fully  aware  of  all  that  was  going  on.  It  would 
have  been  an  easy  matter  for  them  to  use  their  great 
influence  in  Warsaw  to  exhort  those  in  authority  to 
conform  to  the  laws  of  justice  and  humanity,  and  to 
fulfil  their  existing  obligations.  The  British  Govern¬ 
ment  did  not  see  fit  to  do  anything  of  the  kind.  On 
the  contrary,  by  constantly  emphasizing  their  duty  to 
assist  Poland  under  all  circumstances,  they  clearly 
encouraged  Poland  to  continue  in  her  criminal  attitude 
which  was  endangering  the  peace  of  Europe.  Oh 
these  lines  the  British  Government  rejected  the  pro¬ 
posal  made  by  Mussolini  which  still  might  have  saved 
the  peace  of  Europe,  although  the  Reich  Government 
had  expressed  their  readiness  to  accept  such  proposal. 
The  British  Government  are  thus  responsible  for  all 
the  misery  and  suffering  that  has  now  overtaken,  or 
is  about  to  overtake,  so  many  peoples. 

Now  that  all  attempts  to  find  and  agree  upon  a 
peaceful  solution  have  been  frustrated  owing  to  the 
intransigent  attitude  of  the  Polish  Government  as 
shielded  by  Great  Britain;  now  that  for  many  months 


already  conditions  similar  to  civil  war  on  the  eastern 
frontiers  of  the  Reich  have  gradually,  —  without  any 
objection  on  the  part  of  the  British  Government — , 
assumed  the  character  of  open  attacks  on  Reich 
territory,  the  Reich  Government  have  decided  to  put 
an  end  to  the  continued  menace,  first  to  the  external, 
but  then  also  to  the  internal  peace  of  the  German 
nation,  which  constituted  a  situation  that  no  Great 
Power  could  be  expected  to  tolerate.  In  order  to  de¬ 
fend  the  peace,  the  security  and  the  honour  of  the 
German  Reich,  the  Reich  Government  have  decided 
to  resort  to  the  only  means  now  left  to  them,  since 
the  Governments  of  the  Democracies  have  virtually 
frustrated  all  other  possibilities  of  a  revision.  They 
have  replied  to  the  last  Polish  attacks  threatening 
Reich  territory  with  similar  measures.  The  Reich 
Government  are  not  willing,  on  account  of  any 
British  intentions  or  obligations,  to  tolerate  in  the  east 
of  the  Reich  conditions  similar  to  those  prevailing  in 
the  British  Protectorate  of  Palestine.  The  German 
people,  however,  is  certainly  not  willing  to  submit 
to  ill-treatment  by  Poland. 

The  Reich  Government  therefore  reject  any  attempt 
to  force  Germany,  by  an  ultimative  demand,  to 
withdraw  her  troops,  called  up  for  the  purpose  of 
protecting  the  Reich,  and  thus  to  put  up  once  more 
with  the  former  unrest  and  injustice.  The  threat  that 
war  would  otherwise  be  waged  against  Germany 
coincides  with  the  intentions,  for  many  years  proclaim¬ 
ed,  of  numerous  British  politicians.  On  innumerable 
occasions  the  Reich  Government  and  the  German 
people  have  assured  the  British  people  of  their  desire 
for  an  understanding  and  even  for  close  friendship 
with  them.  If  the  British  Government  have  hitherto 
rejected  these  offers  and  now  reply  to  them  with  an 


open  threat  of  war,  the  responsibility  for  this  lies  not 
with  the  German  nation  and  its  Government,  but 
exclusively  with  tihe  British  Cabinet,  especially  with 
those  men  who  for  years  have  preached  the 
destruction  and  extermination  of  the  German  people. 
The  German  people  and  the  German  Government  do 
not  intend,  as  does  Great  Britain,  to  rule  the  world, 
but  they  are  determined  to  defend  their  own  freedom, 
their  indepedence  and  their  very  life.  We  take  note 
of  the  intentions,  made  known  to  us  by  Mr.  King 
Hall  on  behalf  of  the  British  Government,  to  deal  the 
German  nation  a  still  more  crushing  blow  than  did 
the  Treaty  of  Versailles  and  shall  therefore  reply 
to  any  act  of  aggression  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain 
with  the  same  weapons  and  in  the  same  way. 

Berlin,  3  September  1939. 

At  12.30  p.  m.  on  the  same  day ,  the  French  Ambassador 
called  at  the  German  Foreign  Office  and  handed  over  a  Note 
to  the  effect  that  the  French  Government  felt  themselves  in 
duty  bound,  to  “ fulfil  the  contractual  obligations,  as  from 
y  p.  m.  to-day,  3  September  onwards,  which  they  had  entered 
into  with  Poland”,  an  intimation  which  differed  from  the 
British  not  only  in  regard  to  time  but  also  in  regard  to 
contents. 


No.  98  (480) 

Note  banded  to  the  Reich  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  by 
the  French  Ambassador,  3  September  1939,  12.20  p.  m. 

(Translation) 
Berlin,  3  September  1939 

Your  Excellency, 

As  I  received  no  satisfactory  reply  from  the  Reich  Govern¬ 
ment  at  noon  on  3  September  to  the  Note  which  I  handed  to 
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you  on  i  September  at  10  p.  m.  I  have  the  honour  of  making 
the  following  communication  to  you  on  behalf  of  my  Govern¬ 
ment: 

The  Government  of  the  French  Republic  consider  it  their 
duty  to  remind  you  for  the  last  time  of  the  grave  responsibility 
which  the  Reich  Government  incurred  when  they  opened 
hostilities  against  Poland  without  a  declaration  of  war  and 
did  not  adopt  the  proposal  of  the  Governments  of  the  French 
Republic  and  that  of  His  Britannic  Majesty  to  desist  from 
every  aggressive  action  against  Poland  and  to  declare  them¬ 
selves  ready  immediately  to  withdraw  their  troops  from  Polish 
territory. 

The  Government  of  the  Republic  therefore  have  the  honour 
of  informing  the  Reich  Government  that  they  see  themselves 
in  duty  bound  to  fulfil  the  contractual  obligations,  from  to¬ 
day,  3  September  5  p.  m.  onwards,  which  they  have  entered 
into  with  Poland  and  with  which  the  German  Government 
are  acquainted. 

I  have  etc.  '  Coulondre 

The  Reich  Minister  for  foreign  Affairs  referred  to  Britain's 
frustration  of  the  attempted  mediation  by  Italy  and  also  to 
the  British  ultimatum  which  set  a  time  limit  of  two  hours  and 
expressed  his  regret  that  France  should  wage  an  entirely 
unjustifiable  war  of  aggression  against  Germany  in  spite  of 
all  efforts  to  come  to  an  understanding.  The  responsibility  for 
the  suffering  brought  upon  both  countries  by  such  a  step 
would  rest  with  the  French  Government.  The  conversation 
which  took  place  between  the  Reich  Minister  for  Foreign 
Affairs  and  the  French  Ambassador  when  the  latter  handed 
over  the  French  Note,  is  described  in  a  memorandum  by  Dr. 
Schmidt.  . 


No.  99  (481) 

Conversation  of  the  Reich  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  with 
the  French  Ambassador ,  3  September  193$,  12.20  p.  m. 

Memo  by  Dr.  Schmidt,  Minister  Plenipotentiary 

(Translation) 

When  M.  Coulondre  asked  the  Reich  Minister  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  he  was  in  a  position  to  give  a  satisfactory 
answer  to  the  question  contained  in  the  Note  handed  to  him 
on  1  September  at  10  p.  m.,  Herr  von  Ribbentrop  replied 
that  after  Great  Britain  and  France  had  handed  over  their 
Notes,  a  new  proposal  for  mediation  had  been  made  by  the 
head  of  the  Italian  Government  who  added  that  the  French 
Government  had  consented  to  this  proposal.  The  previous  day 
Germany  had  also  communicated  to  the  Duce  her  readiness  to 
consent  to  the  proposal,  but  later  in  .the  day  the  Duce  had 
informed  the  German  Government  that  his  proposal  had  been 
frustrated  by  the  intransigence  of  the  British  Government. 
This  morning  Britain  had  sent  an  ultimatum  to  Germany  with 
a  time  limit  of  two  hours.  Germany  had  rejected  the  demands 
contained  in  this  ultimatum  in  a  written  communication.  The 
reasons  for  the  rejection  of  the  British  ultimatum  were  con¬ 
tained  in  this  document,  which  he  (the  Reich  Minister  for 
Foreign  Affairs)  handed  over  to  the  French  Ambassador  for 
his  information.  Should  France’s  attitude  towards  Germany 
be  determined  by  the  same  considerations  as  that  of  the 
British  Government,  the  German  Government  could  only 
regret  the  fact.  Germany  had  always  wished  for  an  under¬ 
standing  with  France.  Should  the  French  Government  never¬ 
theless  take  up  a  hostile  attitude  towards  Germany  by  reason 
of  their  obligations  towards  Poland,  the  German  Government 
would  consider  this  a  totally  unjustified  War  of  aggression 
on  the  part  of  France  against  Germany.  Germany  herself 
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would  refrain  from  every  act  of  aggression  against  France. 
Should  France,  however,  adopt  a  different  attitude,  Germany 
would  see  herself  compelled  to  reply  accordingly. 

M.  Coulondre  replied  that  he  concluded  from  the  statements 
made  by  the  Reich  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  that  the  Ger¬ 
man  Government  were  not  in  a  position  to  comply  with  the 
suggestion  contained  in  the  French  Note  of  i  September. 

The  Reich  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  stated  that  this 
was  the  case. 

M.  Coulondre  then  replied  that  under  these  circumstances 
it  was  his  painful  duty  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Reich 
Government  once  more  to  the  grave  responsibility  which  they 
had  taken  upon  themselves  by  the  opening  of  hostilities  against 
Poland  without  a  declaration  of  war,  and  to  inform  them  that 
the  French  Gouvernment  saw  themselves  compelled  to  fulfil 
their  obligations  towards  Poland  as  from  to-day,  3  September 
1939  J  P-  m.  At  the  same  time  M.  Coulondre  handed  over  a 
written  communication.  After  having  read  it,  the  Reich 
Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  added  in  conclusion  that  Ger¬ 
many  had  no  intention  of  attacking  France  and  that  the 
present  French  Government  bore  the  full  responsibility  for  the 
suffering  which  would  be  brought  upon  both  countries  if 
France  attacked  Germany. 

Schmidt 

In  a  telegraphic  .communication  sent  by  the  State  Secretary 
at  the  German  Foreign  Office  to  the  German  Diplomatic 
Representatives,  Britain’s  responsibility  for  the  outbreak  of 
war  was  finally  established. 
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No.  ioo  (482) 

The  State  Secretary  at  the  German  Foreign  Office 
to  the  German  Diplomatic  Representatives 
Circular  by  telegraph 

(T  ranslation  ) 
Berlin,  3  September  1939 

For  your  information  and  for  your  guidance  in  conversation. 

After  attempt  of  direct  German-Polish  discussion  had  failed, 
due  to  non-appearance  of  Polish  Plenipotentiary  in  spite  of 
two  days’  wait  on  part  of  German  Government,  and  after  we 
had  been  forced  to  answer  Polish  military  encroachment  by 
resorting  to  military  action,  Great  Britain  and  France  on 
1  September  demanded  of  us  that  we  should  withdraw  Ger¬ 
man  troops  from  Polish  territory.  Danger  of  war,  as  it  seemed, 
could  still  be  removed  by  intervention  of  Mussolini,  who  pro¬ 
posed  armistice  and  subsequent  conference  to  solve  German- 
Polish  conflict.  This  proposal  has  been  answered  in  the 
affirmative  by  us  and  also  by  French  Government;  British 
Government,  however,  to-day,  fixing  time  limit  of  two  hours, 
repeated  demand  for  withdrawal  of  German  troops,  and  after 
this  time  had  elapsed  declared  themselves  at  war  with  Ger¬ 
many.  France  followed  suit  by  communicating  that  she  saw 
herself  compelled  to  assist  Poland. 

Reasonable  German-Polish  settlement  could  certainly  have 
been  attained  long  ago  without  interference  on  part  of  Britain 
and  her  anti-German  policy  of  encirclement.  But  instead  of 
urging  Poland  to  give  in,  Britain  gave  Poland  carte  blanche 
against  Germany,  involved  herself  in  dependence  on  Poland’s 
decisions  and  at  the  last  moment  even  frustrated  Mussolini’s 
proposal  by  her  attitude.  This  is  the  harvest  reaped  by  those 
men  in  Britain  who  for  years  have  preached  Germany’s 
annihilation.  This  course  of  events  clearly  shows  Britain’s 
full  responsibility  for  the  outbreak  of  war.  Weizsacker 

249 


-  -*•#>  v-. .  „  * 


Secure  in  the  knowledge  that  she  had,  up  to  the  last,  done 
everything  in  her  power  to  do  away  with  the  most  recent  and 
most  dangerous  source  of  European  conflict  by  peaceful  means, 
Germany  finally  took  up  the  British  challenge.  Yet  once 
again,  after  the  Polish  campaign  in  which  her  armies  had,  with 
unparalleled  success,  performed  their  appointed  task,  on 
6  October  through  the  words  of  the  Fuehrer,  she  proposed,  to 
the  world,  including  her  adversaries,  a  new  order  in  Europe  as 
a  basis  for  a  fust  and  lasting  peace.  This  suggestion,  too,  was 
refected  by  Britain  in  a  manner  which  rendered  it  plain  that 
the  British  Government  were  concerned  neither  with  the 
existence  of  the  Poland  which  they  had  incited  to  war  against 
Germany,  nor  with  the  establishment  of  a  new  and  lasting 
order  in  Europe,  but  only  with  the  defeat  and  ruin  of  Ger¬ 
many  at  all  costs.  History  will  pass  judgment  on  both  Britain 
and  Germany.  May  the  documentary  evidence  contained  in 
this  volume  and  selected  from  the  official  German  White 
Book  play  its  part  in  establishing  a  fust  verdict. 


